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March 24, 2021
Amy Wolfson
City Planner
CITY OF NEVADA CITY
317 Broad Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
REGARDING:

Northern Queen Inn Expansion

Dear Amy,
After over 2 years and many thousands of dollars later, we are very pleased to
resubmit the above application, while addressing the issues raised in your
October 30, 2018 letter deeming the application incomplete, as well as issues
raised in other staff letters.
I’ve enclosed 3 copies of our slightly modified site plan, where the only
significant change was on the “cabins cross section” where we make it clear that
no part of the cabins will extend over the edge of the existing creek bank, nor
will any proposed new structure be placed in an area that has not been
previously disturbed by the project’s “railroad track” construction.
I have also enclosed the following, requested technical studies:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Biology Report
Cultural Resources Report
Preliminary Soils (geotechnical) Report
Bridge Assessment
Traffic Study
Sewer System Assessment
Flood Potential Assessment
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Civil Engineer

Additionally, I’ll attempt to address other comments in the staff letters below.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT (October 30, 2018):
1.

Variance Findings Adequate:

I guess we have a professional disagreement on the adequacy of the variance
findings that we presented in our application. They were prepared by Cindy
Siegfried and me, two prior City Planners with experience processing City
variances and past Northern Queen approvals.
The overall background begins with the history of the Northern Queen Inn
construction over many years. Or maybe it starts even further back, with the
formation of the Historic District in 1968, when the town first decided that
tourism and hospitality were the keys to survival. That strategy has served the
City well and continues today to be an important strategy.
From the outset, the Northern Queen Inn saw its place in this community-wide
strategy, determined to provide quality lodging for the visitor that would go on
to shop downtown and to attend local events and venues. The founder, Roy
Ramey, was visionary in his development of the property, gaining the
confidence of City decision makers in implementing his ideas.
The property as developed today is based on many stream setback variances, as
illustrated on the version of our site plan with the 100 year setback area color
coded. The proximity of the rooms and restaurant to Gold Run Creek was
instrumental in creating a special ambiance unique to Nevada City and
lightyears beyond the “normal freeway side motel” in the guests’ experience.
The success of tourism and hospitality in Nevada City has always been, and will
always be, a joint effort between the City, property owners, businesses,
Chamber of Commerce, and the citizens. This cooperation includes an
expectation of regulatory oversight that is reasonable and that properly balances
the goals of individual businesses, the City as a whole, and the natural
environment that is part of the Nevada City experience.
We hope that the City will continue in the vein of supporting this common
economic and quality of life goal by granting the variances needed to allow this
expansion to occur. The positive financial impact to the City and its residents
of increased transient occupancy tax and property tax income should also be
welcomed.
Looking around the City, it’s not difficult to see other commercial enterprises in
close proximity to the natural streams, including, but not limited to:
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Miner’s Village, Sacramento Street
Lefty’s Grill, Broad Street
Century 21 Cornerstone Realty, Boulder Street
Deer Creek Inn, Nevada Street
We could find residential examples as well. So, we think that the professionally
prepared findings, on a property that certainly has an unusual shape, size, and
constraints, should be adequate for approval. That having been said, I’m happy
to work with you further on findings or in identifying the privileges of other
property owners in town.
2.

Our biological report is enclosed.

3.
Our preliminary geotechnical report is enclosed. We anticipate that a
condition of approval would require that a final geotechnical report be prepared
prior to construction, and that all construction work be subject to the report’s
final recommendations.
4.

Our cultural resources report is enclosed.

5.

Our traffic analysis is enclosed.

6.
We have not modified the parking configuration. It is critical that we maintain
parking in this area to serve the new cabins. No other location will work. We believe that
this configuration is allowed under the zoning ordinance provisions of Section 17.080.030
B (there are two “B’s”. . .it looks like this should be “H”) which states:
“Off-Site Facilities. Where off-street parking spaces cannot reasonably be provided on
the same lot or parcel as the principal use, the planning commission may permit such
spaces to be located on other off-street premises, provided such spaces are within five
hundred feet of the principal use measured along the lines of public access.”
I hope that the City will be supportive in making this finding.
7.
We’ve removed the reference to “existing outdoor events/parking area,”
although I believe that it has been approved and used in the past. Apparently,
City records on this project are sketchy.
8.
We have not modified the landscaping plan as our landscape architect
recently retired. However, Karen Clausen pointed out that the plan allowed for
a range of plant types. We suggest that you condition the final landscaping plan
to require low water use plants.
9.
All property lines and resource setbacks have been delineated on the
plan. We determined that the right-of-way lines for Railroad Avenue were not
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correct, and that has been corrected.
10. We have not provided a grading plan, but would agree to a condition of
approval, as needed. No new grading is proposed for Cabins D through M. We
note that the flood analysis will require that the 20 unit hotel building A and
Cabins B and C be set to an above flood elevation. We are unsure whether this
will be achieved through grading or simply with building construction. We
would like to discuss this with Bryan McAlister and Bill Falconi further. Your
condition of approval should include the requirement for an engineered drainage
plan in any event. We want to direct storm water to appropriate locations for
detention and filtration as a part of the construction, to protect water quality.
11. My recollection as the long-ago City Planner is that there was an adopted
master plan for the site, but we do not have a copy of it. I guess this pending
approval will serve that purpose.
12. Regarding trail and/or sidewalk improvements, we understand that the
City is contemplating a sidewalk improvement in this area and we would like to
coordinate with that effort. We have also been asked to coordinate with the Inn
Town Campground for emergency access. It appears that pedestrian access
could be a part of that conversation as well. I’ll keep you posted on those
conversations.
CITY ENGINEER (October 29, 2018)
1.
We’ve enclosed a biological report. As designed, it does not appear that
any part of the proposal will require permits from the State Department of Fish
and Wildlife, Water Quality Control Board, or the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers.
2.
Please see our engineer’s report on flood levels. Buildings A, B, and C
will have to meet minimum standards to assure that the finished floor of
conditioned space is at least 2 feet above the flood stage as determined in
conjunction with your office. This could be accomplished with the import of
fill or by elevated foundations. Following City approval, we will explore these
options with you and make a decision on how to proceed.
3.
Based on the technical studies, we’ve modified our cabin cross section to
indicate that no part of the cabin will extend over or into the natural bank of the
stream. The site plan was already drawn this way. All of the cabin construction
zone was previously disturbed by the prior owners’ railroad activities.
4.
We’ve added the creek setbacks to the site plan to illustrate the fact that
prior development involved variances and to illustrate the difficulty of enjoying
a reasonable use of the property without further variances. The site plan shows
the edges of the creek bank on the topography in the proposed development
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areas. The ordinary highwater level is generally contained in these channels,
except that during a flood stage, Buildings A, B, and C could be affected if not
constructed properly, as discussed above.
5.
We’ve completed and enclosed a preliminary geotechnical study. It’s
primary finding was the possibility of limited areas of uncompacted fill that
need to be addressed at the construction stage. We’re suggesting that a
condition of approval include the need for a final soils report that would include
more detail at the building sites with specific recommendations to be included
in the building permit set.
6.
Our archaeologist’s report in enclosed and it did not find any resources
affecting the site plan.
7.
The parking program outlined on the site plan is based on the City’s
zoning ordinance parking standards and it accounts for opening the restaurant in
the future.
8.
We’ve discussed the cabin size with our client, and they believe that the
size we are showing is what is in demand for rental. So, they have asked us not
to reduce the footprint size.
9.
We previously provided scaled floor plan drawings. I will ask the project
architect to add dimensions to the buildings accordingly.
10. The final building plans will demonstrate compliance with prevailing
ADA access standards.
11. Our site plan shows 20’ two-lane access roads, which we understand to
be the City and Uniform Fire Code minimum standard. Providing an additional
1’ of shoulders on each side could be difficult in some areas.
12. I am contacting the Inn Town Campground owner to see if we can
somehow formalize the existing situation which allows seasonal, reciprocal
emergency access. I’ll try to at least provide a letter of intent prior to project
hearings, and the City can condition the access accordingly. We cannot control
other property owners, but we can certainly keep the accessway open on our
side of the line.
13. Our bridge report is included. While the structural engineer found no
reason to take the bridges out of service, they did recommend that the owner
undertake a maintenance and repair program. We look forward to your review
of the report and will work with you on appropriate conditions of approval.
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14. Our traffic study is enclosed. It was prepared by our consultant in
communication with your office regarding the scope, findings, and
recommendations.
15. Our cumulative sewer system study has been included showing adequate
capacity. I understand that you have concerns around grease barriers. We
anticipate possible conditions of approval regarding grease trap maintenance at
the restaurant when operating and we can cooperate on a pro-rata basis for any
necessary system flushing.
16. We have not designed the on-site sewer but anticipate that gravity sewer
will be possible to all of the new construction.
17. We have not designed the on-site water distribution system yet, but we
will work with you and the Fire Department to make sure that your
requirements are met. My only concern would be requiring looping through
stream zones triggering State and Federal permits, which we would like to
avoid.
18. We will work with you on a final design that will include turnouts. Some
of the areas of the cabin road look tight, with the possibility of some limited
retaining walls being required. We will not be able to grade to a 2:1 slope
where it would encroach on the adjoining property.
19. The actual tree removal is for 15 trees and the site plan note has been
modified accordingly.
20. Building A is proposing 20 new rooms, as indicated in the introduction in
your letter.
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Back in October 2018, the Police Chief at the time, asked that there be a
condition of approval to prepare a management and security plan in conjunction
with the Police Department. This remains an acceptable condition that would
clearly benefit the project’s guests, as well as to reduce impacts on emergency
responders.
Following that meeting in 2018, the Northern Queen management undertook a
number of steps to minimize emergency response calls from the facility. The
Inn requires a valid ID and credit card from all guests. They also maintain a
“do not rent” list with the names of any guests that have been a problem in the
past. Further ideas from police and rescue are welcomed during this process.
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I remain very excited about the benefits to the City and its citizenry of this
project and look forward to working on it further with you. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Andrew R. Cassano
Town and Regional Planner
cc:

Ron Pitamber
Hamid Kazemi

Enc.
Andrew Pawlowski
/arc
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NORTHERN QUEEN INN
SUMMARY OF TECHNICAL STUDY FINDINGS
March 2021
Report
Name
Biological Resources
Inventory and Management Plan
(MatuzakMarch 2019)
Cultural
Resources
Inventory
Survey
(JensenSeptember
2019)
Preliminary
Geotechnical
Report
(NV5November
2019)

Summary of Findings/
Recommendations
Recommends various preconstruction surveys and mitigation
measures during construction.

Modifications
to Site Plan
Modified the cabins
cross section to eliminate
any construction over the
existing stream bank.

Found no significant
historic or pre-historic
resources present.

No site plan changesConstruction stage
mitigation measures will
be required to address
the possible discovery
of resources during
construction.

Found the site suitable for
development with
recommendations for
foundations and grading,
including caution
regarding limited areas of
uncompacted fill.

Modify cabin cross
section to eliminate any
construction over the
existing stream bank.
No site plan changes-a
final soils report will be
required prior to the
issuance of building or
grading permits.
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Northern
Queen Inn
Bridge
Assessments
(Jackson & Sands
February 2021)
Northern
Queen InnTrip
Generation
and VMT
Analysis
(LSCJanuary
2021)
Engineering Report:
Hydrologic and
Hydraulic
Calculations (Sewer
and Flooding)
Nevada City
EngineeringDecember
2020

Bridges appear sound, but
a number of routine
maintenance items are
recommended in the near
term.

No site plan changesSuggest City Engineer
work with applicant on a
maintenance and
rehabilitation program.

The project traffic falls below the
level of significance.

No site plan
changes were
indicated.

Based on available information, the
12” sewer pipe under the freeway
has adequate capacity to
accommodate the project.

The site plan
makes note of
the elevated
floor
elevations to
be reviewed
by the City
Engineer in
the final
plans.

The 20 unit motel building and
cabins B and C must have their
finished floors raised to be 2.0 feet
higher than the likely flood stage.
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Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan for
the Northern Queen Inn in Nevada City, CA
(APNs: 05-470-35, 05-490-19, 37-050-02 & 03, 15.11 Acres)

Prepared for:
Heritage Hotel Group
Hamid Kazemi, Project Applicant
400 Railroad Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959
Prepared by:
Greg Matuzak, Wildlife Biologist
10432 Boulder Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
Email: gmatuzak@gmail.com
March 2019
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan contains
recommendations for minimizing and mitigating for potential impacts to a 100-foot nondisturbance buffer of Gold Run Creek, a perennial stream, and for other sensitive
biological resources with potential to occur within and directly adjacent to the Project
area (see Appendix A for a Project Vicinity Map and Project Location Map). Gold Run
Creek enters the subject parcels from the southeast of the large flat outdoor events and
parking area in the eastern section of the Project area. Gold Run Creek was previously
diverted through the southeast section of the Project area, including the creation of a
medium sized pond in the far southeast corner of the Project area. An existing dam has
created the pond and the creek from that location flows northwest before turning north
to connect with the Gold Run Creek main stem that runs along the northern boundary
of the Project area.
The subject parcel contains existing development within the 100-foot nondisturbance buffer of the perennial stream. Existing development within the nondisturbance buffer includes the guest registration building, ticket booth, several bridges
that cross the stream, a paved and gravel parking lot, several sheds, several rail tracks
along the edge of the stream, rail tracks that cross the stream, and paved and dirt
roads. The stream runs through the subject parcels and contains sparse riparian
vegetation associated with the bed and bank. Given the incised stream channel due
to the historic maintenance and manipulation of the natural stream that historically
flowed through the Project area, there is no wetland vegetation associated with the
stream and there is sparse riparian vegetation associated with the banks of the stream.
Gold Run Creek within the Project area is located within an area of western ponderosa
pine forests and developed and disturbed areas.
This Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan is being developed for
submission and approval by the Nevada City. The subject parcels are located at the
location of the Northern Queen Inn just outside of Nevada City in Nevada County, CA.
The subject parcels total area is approximately 15.11 acres. The intent of this Biological
Resources Inventory and Management Plan is to identify areas of potential sensitivity in
terms of the biological and stream resources that are located within the proposed
Project area, including areas proposed for disturbance within a 100-foot nondisturbance buffer of Gold Run Creek. In addition, this Biological Resources Inventory and
Management Plan provides recommendations on where development within the site
and within the non-disturbance buffer would minimize potential negative impacts to
such sensitive biological resources.
Site topography outside of the relatively flat developed area within the subject
parcels slope generally from east to west and towards the stream channels in the north

and south where the two streams channels are located until they connect in the northcentral area of the proposed Project area. The subject parcels are located at
approximately 2,550 feet above mean sea level (MSL). The subject parcels support a
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) dominated habitat as well as the stream and
developed and disturbed portions of the subject parcels. A USDA soils map and a
National Wetland Inventory map covering the subject parcels are included in Appendix
B and Appendix C respectively. Appendix D includes a Photo Log of the Project area
and Appendix E includes the parcel reports covering the 4 subject parcels that make
up the Project area.
PROPOSED PROJECT DESIGN
The proposed Project design is outlined within the attached Site Plan. The
development of new structures and access roads will include the following:
•
•
•
•

•
•

New parking within the existing gravel area near the ticket booth
New 2 story 20 room motel building (8,400 square feet) to be located within the
gravel parking lot near the existing hotel
New 20-foot driveway that leads from the new motel and parking to new cabins
along Gold Run Creek to the east of the existing gravel parking area
12 new cabins (approximately 1,050 square feet each) to be constructed to the
east of the existing gravel parking area and to be located along Gold Run Creek
where existing rail tracks run along the bank of the creek within the proposed
cabin area
Existing rail track and structures to be removed in the proposed cabin
construction area
Additional parking, turnout, and connection toe a mutual emergency access
with Inn Town Campground

The first table below outlines the proposed coverage within the subject parcels in
relationship to buildings, surfaced area, and permanent open space. The second table
below includes the proposed improvements to rooms, the restaurant, and parking
located within the subject parcels (Project area).
Lot Coverage Proposed
ITEM
BUILDING COVERAGE
SURFACED AREAS
LANDSCAPED AREAS
PERMANENT OPEN SPACE

SQUARE FEET
45,610
90,570
11,130

PERCENTAGE
7
14
2

510,152

77

TOTAL

658,192

100

Proposed Improvements
ITEM

EXISTING

PROPOSED

ROOMS

76

32

RESTAURANT
PARKING

6,000 SF
157

0
-14

TOTAL
108
6,000 SF
144

REQUIRED PARKING: 108 FOR ROOM5 + 24 FOR RE5TAURANT = 132

The purpose of this Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan is to
identify the location and extent of sensitive biological resources within the subject
parcel and the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer of Gold Run Creek. Sensitive biological
resources include special-status plant and wildlife species, and the presence of stream
and wetland features that could potentially meet the Corps’ criteria as a “waters of the
United States,” including wetlands, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(CWA), and streams that could be under the jurisdiction of the California Fish and
Wildlife Code Section 1600 et. seq. This Biological Resources Inventory and
Management Plan also satisfies the Nevada City ordinances and requirements for
projects requesting a development variance within non‐disturbance stream buffers,
including areas that are within 100 feet of the high water mark of perennial streams.
Additionally, this Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan satisfies Nevada
City requirements for projects seeking a development permit and a variance
application with a zoning determination.
This Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan follows the Nevada
County Land Use and Development Code for oak resources, which defines a landmark
tree is any native oak tree species (Quercus species) with a trunk diameter of 36" or
greater at diameter breast height (dbh or 4’6”) and it identifies landmark groves as
hardwood tree groves with 33+% canopy closure, or groves whose size, visual impact, or
association with a historically significant structure or event has caused it to be marked
for preservation by the county, state, or federal government.
The Nevada City Planning Commission has to make the following findings in
order to approve a resource setback as part of the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer to
Gold Run Creek within the Project area:
1) That there are special circumstances applicable to the property, including
(size, topography, lot constraint, etc.), that the strict application of
the standard 100-foot setback from Gold Run Creek deprives the property
of privileges enjoyed by other Service-Lodge (SL) properties in the vicinity
that are also within the SL district.
2) Conditions have been applied to this Project that will assure that the
Variance to the 100-foot setback shall not constitute a special privileges

inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the vicinity and
zone in which the such property is situated.

2.0 METHODS
In order to evaluate the Project area for the presence of any sensitive biological
resources, baseline information from databases and reporting for similar projects in
Nevada City and Nevada County was collected and reviewed prior to conducting
reconnaissance-level biological surveys within the subject parcels. The database
searches, background research, and reconnaissance-level biological surveys
characterized the baseline conditions of the subject parcels. Based on the baseline
conditions of the subject parcels, an assessment was implemented to determine if any
special-status plant or wildlife species have the potential to use the subject parcels or
adjacent areas at any time during their life cycles. The baseline conditions also
identified the presence of any sensitive habitat or communities, if they were identified
within the subject parcels. Though the assessment was conducted for the entirety of the
subject parcels this Management Plan focuses on the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer
to Gold Run Creek stream and on sensitive biological resources within the entirety of the
subject parcels as part of the Biological Resources Inventory compliance required to be
included in this report for the proposed Project.
Sensitive Biological Resources
The following information was used to identify potential special-status plant and
wildlife species within the region surrounding the subject parcel that could be found to
use the subject parcel:
•

California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s California Natural Diversity Database
records search of a 3-mile buffer around the Project area (CDFW, 2019);

•

California Native Plant Society’s online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants
of California known to occur within the 7.5-minute Nevada City USGS
Quadrangle where the proposed Project is located (CNPS, 2019);

•

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Information, Planning, and Consultation System
(IPaC) for endangered, threatened, and proposed listed species for the proposed
Project area (USFWS, 2019);

•

National Wetland Inventory (NWI, 2019);

•

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soils Mapper (USDA, 2019);

•

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Hydric Soils List for Nevada
County (NRCS, 2019); and

•

Nevada County General Plan (Nevada County, 1996 with subsequent
amendments through 2012).

Reconnaissance-level Biological Resources Field Surveys
Reconnaissance-level biological surveys were conducted on foot of the entirety
of the Project area by Greg Matuzak, Biological Resources Consultant, on March 4th,
2019. The purpose of the surveys was to identify sensitive habitat and vegetation types
within the overall Project area and to identify sensitive riparian vegetation and wetland
vegetation associated with Gold Run Creek and the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer
associated with the perennial stream. In addition, reconnaissance-level biological
surveys were conducted to determine the potential for any special-status plant and
wildlife species identified within the desktop analysis and background research to
occur within the entirety of the Project area.
An assessment was made based on the results of the background research,
reconnaissance-level biological resources surveys, and the site plan associated with the
development permit and variance application with zoning determination (dated
March 2019) to identify whether the proposed Project would have the potential to
impact any sensitive biological resources. A photo log of the subject parcels and a list
of plant and wildlife species observed during the reconnaissance-level biological
resources survey was compiled (see Appendix D and Appendix F respectively). The
results of the CNDDB database search is located in Appendix G and the results of the
USFWS database search is located in Appendix H.

3.0 RESULTS
Environmental Setting
The Project area lies in the Sierra Nevada foothills just south of Nevada City in
Nevada County, CA. The general topography of the subject parcel is generally flat with
a gradual sloping towards the northwest. The site is approximately 2,550 feet above
mean sea level (MSL); elevations increase slightly in the southern and western sections
of the subject parcels, and eastern section is a large flat, open area. See the attached
Site Plan which identifies site topography, a site plan, location of Gold Run Creek, and
the location of the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer from the creek and tributary to the
creek, and location of trees within the subject parcels.
Plant Communities
Plant communities have been classified based on the California Wildlife Habitat
Relationships System developed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW). The CDFW also manages the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB),
which is a database inventory of the previously identified locations of rare and
endangered plants, wildlife, and natural communities in California. A list of plants and
wildlife documented during the field surveys is attached in Appendix F to this Biological
Resources Inventory and Management Plan.
The dominant plant communities are discussed below.
Western Ponderosa Pine Forest
The western ponderosa pine forest habitat within the subject parcels is
dominated by ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) and includes incense cedar
(Calocedrus decurrens) and interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni). There are also several
small to medium California black oak (Quercus kelloggii) trees, a few scattered Douglas
fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) trees, and some Pacific madrone (Arbutus menziesii) trees
within the Project area as well. A variety of understory shrub species occur throughout
the ponderosa pine forest. In the subject parcel the more common understory including
greenleaf manzanita (Arctostaphylos patula), coffeeberry (Rhamnus californica),
mountain misery (Chamaebatia foliolosa), poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum)
and honeysuckle (Lonicera hispidula). These sparse understory plants and lack of robust
shrubs such as manzanita form an open understory easy to walk through. This habitat
type is dominant within the undeveloped portions of the subject parcels.
Within the western ponderosa pine forest habitat within the proposed
disturbance zones of the subject parcels, a single landmark California black oak tree

was identified adjacent to the proposed new 20-foot wide driveway (approximate 38inch diameter at breast height) was identified within the proposed Project area within
the subject parcels. No landmark groves were identified within the subject parcels.
Varying sizes of ponderosa pine trees (up to 64-inch diameter at breast height) and
incense cedar trees (up to 36-inch diameter at breast height) dominate the tree
canopy within the area of proposed disturbance within the subject parcels.
Riparian and Wetland Vegetation
Gold Run Creek enters the subject parcels from the southeast of the large flat
outdoor events and parking area in the eastern section of the Project area. Gold Run
Creek was previously diverted through the southeast section of the Project area,
including the creation of a medium sized pond in the far southeast corner of the Project
area. An existing dam has created the pond and the creek from that location flows
northwest before turning north to connect with the Gold Run Creek main stem that runs
along the northern boundary of the Project area.
There is a narrowly defined riparian zone immediately adjacent to Gold Run
Creek and the diverted southern section of the stream that is associated with the
existing pond. The riparian vegetation where it occurs is dominated by the invasive,
non-native Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) with some native California
blackberry (Rubus ursinus). Given the developed and disturbed nature of the diverted
section of the creek, including existing rail tracks along the top of the bank of the creek
in the southern section of the Project area, there are few riparian trees associated with
the creek in that area. Riparian associated trees within the riparian zone along the
edges of Gold Run Creek within the northern section of the Project area includes some
small willow trees (Salix sp.), dogwood (Cornus sp.), alder (Alnus sp.), and big leaf maple
(Acer macrophyllum). However, these riparian trees are sparse along Gold Run Creek
given the incised nature of the creek within the Project area (see attached photos of
the creek zone and riparian vegetation).
Within the stream channels, there is little vegetation present given the incised
nature of the channels. The seep stream channels within the subject parcels precludes
the banks of the streams from forming developed wetlands given a lack of hydrology
and floodplains that are required for such wetland development. Therefore, wetland
vegetation is considered non-existent within the stream channels and the riparian
vegetation is considered sparse and marginal, dominated by the invasive, non-native
blackberry where it is found. The pond within the southeast corner of the subject parcels
does contain wetland vegetation dominated by cattails (Typha sp.).

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES
Special-status species were considered for this Biological Resources Inventory
and Management Plan based on a current review of the California Natural Diversity
Data Base (CNDDB) and database information provided by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service for the subject parcels and overall Project area. The database searches
did reveal ten (10) species that have been previously identified within 3 miles of the
Project area. The species identified within the CNDDB include: Brandegee’s clarkia,
dubious pea, finger rush, Pine Hill flannelbush, Scadden Flat checkerbloom, California
black rail, coast horned lizard, Cooper’s hawk, foothill yellow-legged frog, and western
bumble bee. In addition, the USFWS has mapped Designated Critical Habitat (DCH) for
the California red-legged frog (CRLF) and it has been mapped within 3 miles to the
north and northeast of the Project area and the DCH covers the Rock Creek watershed
where the species has been previously identified. CRLF is discussed below. In addition,
the western pond turtle is also discussed below given the presence of Gold Run Creek
and associated pond within the proposed Project area. None of these species were
observed during field surveys.
Below is an assessment of each of the special-status species that have been
previously known to occur within 3 miles of the Project area. Included in the assessment
below is each species’ habitat requirements, how far from the Project area each
species has been previously documented, and what the likelihood of each specialstatus species occurring within the Project area.
Brandegee’s Clarkia (Clarkia biloba ssp. brandegeeae) – California Native Plant
Society List 4.2
Brandegee’s clarkia inhabits chaparral, cismontane woodland, and lower
montane coniferous/mixed conifer forest habitats. It is most often found in road cuts
between 75 and 915 meters above MSL. The species has been documented within 3
miles of the Project area and the closest documented observation of the species is
approximately 1.5 miles to the northwest of the Project area. During field surveys this
species was not identified within the subject parcels and no suitable habitat for this
species is located within the subject parcels. Given that this species is most often found
in road cuts on north facing slopes, the likelihood of this species occurring within the
subject parcels is considered very low given the subject parcels do not contain any
road cuts that are north facing with adequate sunlight. Therefore, the proposed Project
would have no impact on this species.
Dubious Pea (Lathyrus sulphureus var. argillaceus) – California Native Plant Society List 3
Dubious pea is a perennial herb that inhabits lower and upper montane
coniferous forest and cismontane woodlands, normally between 150 and 930 meters

above MSL. This species has been identified within 3 miles of the subject parcel,
approximately 1.0 – 1.5 miles to the west/southwest of the subject parcel and the
species is known to associate with western ponderosa pine forest habitats. However,
the species was not identified during field surveys within the subject parcels and given
the species blooming period is April and May, identification of this species may have
been difficult during the March 4th survey of the Project area. Though the proposed
disturbance areas within the subject parcels, including the proposed cabins along the
edge of the creek, is disturbed and the species has a low probability of being present,
Section 4.0 outlines recommendations to conduct a follow up survey for the species
during April and May, the species blooming season, to determine whether the species is
present within the proposed disturbance areas within the subject parcels. Therefore, the
proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on this species with the
implementation of mitigation measures outlined in Section 4.0 below.
Finger Rush (Juncus digitatus) – California Native Plant Society List 1B.1
Finger rush inhabits open chaparral habitat surrounded by mixed oak/conifer
woodland on low gradient, north-facing, and vernally moist slopes. This species also
associates with sandy clay loam soil within substrates underlain by granitic bedrock. This
species has been identified within 3 miles of the subject parcels, approximately 0.8 miles
to the southeast of the subject parcels. However, the species was not identified during
field surveys and suitable habitat for this species does not occur within the subject
parcel given the lack of soil types and the vernally moist slopes the species requires.
Therefore, the proposed Project would have no impact on this species.
Pine Hill Flannelbush (Fremontodendron decumbens) – Federally Endangered and CA
State Rare and California Native Plant Society List 1B.2
Pine Hill flannelbush inhabits rocky ridges on gabbro and serpentine soils within
chaparral and cismontane woodlands. This species is endemic to these soil types and is
normally documented between 425 and 760 meters above MSL. This species has been
identified within 3 miles of the subject parcel, approximately 1.2 miles to the southwest
of the subject parcel. The species was not identified during field surveys and suitable
habitat for this species does not occur within the subject parcel given a lack of gabbro
and serpentine soils within the Project area. Therefore, the proposed Project would
have no impact on this species.
Scadden Flat Checkerbloom (Sidalcea stipularis) – Federally and CA State Endangered
and California Native Plant Society List 1B.1
Scadden Flat checkerbloom inhabits marshes and swamps. It is found in wet
montane marshes fed by springs, normally between 700 and 740 meters above MSL. This
species has been identified within 3 miles to the southeast of the subject parcel. The
species was not identified during field surveys and suitable habitat for this species does

not occur within the subject parcels given that marsh and swamp habitat does not
occur within the subject parcels. Though the pond within the southeast corner of the
Project area contains marsh vegetation, the marsh vegetation is contained entirely
within a perennial pond. Therefore, the species would not occur within the subject
parcels and the proposed Project would have no impact on this species.
California Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis coturiculus) – CA State Threatened
California black rail inhabits freshwater marshes, wet meadows and shallow
margins of saltwater marshes bordering larger bays. The species requires water depths
of about 1 inch that does not fluctuate during the year and dense vegetation for
nesting habitat. This species has been identified at a single location in 2007 within 3
miles to the south of the subject parcels. The species was not identified during field
surveys and suitable habitat for this species does not occur within the subject parcels
given the lack of dense freshwater marsh habitat with an approximate 1-inch nonfluctuating water depth year-round. The perennial pond contains significantly more
than the required 1-inch water depth this species requires. In addition, the perennial
pond does not contain the density of freshwater marsh habitat or the non-fluctuating
depth of water year-round that this species requires. Therefore, this species would not
occur within the Project area and the proposed Project would have no impact on this
species.
Coast Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma blainvillii) – CA State Species of Concern
The coast horned lizard occurs in open sandy areas, scattered low bushes,
chaparral, manzanita, and oak woodland habitats. It is found in the Sierra Nevada
foothills from Butte County to Kern County and throughout the central and southern
California coast. Coast horned lizards forage on the ground in open areas, usually
between shrubs and often near ant nests. The species relies on camouflage for
protections. Predators and extreme heat are avoided by burrowing into loose soil.
Periods of inactivity and winter hibernation are spent burrowed in the soil under surface
objects such as logs or rocks, in mammal burrows, or in crevices (Zeiner et al. 2000). They
inhabit mostly open country, especially sandy areas, washes, flood plains and windblown deposits in a wide variety of habitats and can be found at elevations up to 8,000
feet (2,438 meters) (CaliforniaHerps, 2014).
There is a lack of potential suitable habitat within the subject parcels for the
coast horned lizard given the lack of rockier and sandy areas that this species requires.
This species has been documented within 3 miles of the subject parcels, approximately
2.5 miles to the west/northwest and 3.0 miles to the southwest of the subject parcels.
Given the Project area does not contain open areas with scattered oak trees with
rockier and sandy soils, it is not likely this species would occur within the subject parcels.

No coast horned lizards were observed during the March 4th, 2019 site visit and survey.
The proposed Project would have no impact on this species.
Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii) – CDFW Watch List, MBTA Protected
Cooper’s hawks are forest and woodland birds. These hawks are a regular sight
in parks, quiet neighborhoods, over fields, at backyard feeders, and even along busy
streets if there are trees around. The species has been documented successfully nesting
approximately 2.7 miles to the northeast of the Project area in 2014. The species is
known to occur and nest in Sierra mixed conifer forest, which is located at higher
elevations than where the subject parcels are located. In addition, nesting sites for this
species are mainly in riparian growths of deciduous trees in canyon bottoms on river
floodplains (CNDDB 2019). Therefore, given the species has been known to successfully
nest at higher elevations and the subject parcels do not contain typical nesting habitat
for the species, the potential for this species to occur and nest within the subject parcels
is considered very low. No Cooper’s hawks were observed during the March 4th, 2019
site visit and survey.
Section 4.0 outlines recommendations to conduct raptor nesting surveys prior to
the removal of trees or ground disturbing activities; therefore, if trees are to be removed
or ground disturbing activities will commence during the active nesting season of this
species, a pre-construction raptor nesting survey would be required. Therefore, the
proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on this species with the
implementation of mitigation measures outlined in Section 4.0 below.
Foothill Yellow-legged Frog (Rana boylii) – Candidate for Listing under the CA ESA
Foothill yellow-legged frogs inhabit partly shaded, shallow streams and riffles with
a rocky substrate in a variety of habitats. The species requires at least some cobblesized substrate for egg laying. The species requires at least 15 weeks to attain
metamorphosis. This species has been identified within 3 miles of the subject parcel
approximately a mile to the northwest of the subject parcel within Deer Creek outside
of Nevada City in 1903. However, this population of foothill yellow-legged frog is
considered extirpated at this location and the species is not known from any other
stream habitats within 3 miles of the Project area (CNDDB 2019).
This species was not identified during field surveys and suitable habitat for this
species does not occur within or adjacent to the subject parcels given the lack of
ponding and basking sites within and directly adjacent to the stream. Given the incised
and scoured nature of the stream channel within the subject parcels, flows would
normally be too high for this species to occur at this location. No foothill yellow-legged
frogs were observed during the March 4th, 2019 site visit and survey. Therefore, this

species would not occur within the Project area and the proposed Project would have
no impact on this species.
Western bumble bee (Bombus occidentalis) – CDFW S1
This species was documented within 3 miles of the Project area approximately
1.95 miles to the northeast of the subject parcel in 1968. It is known from a single
collection on May 20th of that year. This species is of conservation concern and is listed
as S1, Critically Imperiled, by NatureServe and is listed on the CNDDB. Given the species
has only been documented a single time within 3 miles of the subject parcel in 1968,
there is a very low probability of the species occurring within the subject parcel. No
western bumble bees were observed during the March 4th, 2019 site visit and survey.
Therefore, this species would not occur within the Project area and the proposed
Project would have no impact on this species.
Western Pond Turtle (Emys marmorata) – CA State Species of Concern
Western pond turtles associate with permanent ponds, lakes, streams, irrigation
ditches, and permanent pools along intermittent streams. They are most commonly
associated with permanent or nearly permanent water in a wide variety of habitats. This
species requires basking sites such as partial submerged logs, rocks, mats of floating
vegetation, or open mud banks. During the spring or early summer, females move
overland for up to 100 m (325 ft) to find suitable sites for egg laying. This species has not
been identified within 3 miles of the subject parcels.
No western pond turtles were observed during the March 4th, 2019 site visit and
surveys of the Project area. Suitable habitat for this species does not occur within Gold
Run Creek given the high flows that occur within the stream and the incised nature of
the stream with no basking sites adjacent to the stream channels. Therefore, Gold Run
Creek stream channels within the Project area would not provide suitable habitat for
this species. However, given the presence of the perennial pond within the southeast
corner of the Project area, the pond does provide marginal suitable habitat for this
species. The pond habitat is considered marginal given the lack of basking sites such as
partial submerged logs, rocks, mats of floating vegetation, or open mud banks that this
species requires. Given the pond provides only marginal suitable habitat for this species
and there are no proposed activities within or directly adjacent to the pond as part of
the proposed Project, the proposed Project would have no impact on this species.
CA Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora draytonii) – Federal Threatened and CA State
Species of Concern – Designated Critical Habitat Mapped in Nevada County
CA red-legged frog (CRLF) is known in Nevada County in the North Bloomfield
USFS Quadrangle within the Rock Creek watershed. CRLF has not been identified within
3 miles of the subject parcels; however, approximately 3 miles to the north and

northeast of the subject parcels Designated Critical Habitat (DCH) for the species has
been mapped by the USFWS. The species was not identified during field surveys and
given the species has not been previously identified within the Nevada City USGS Quad
or within the Gold Run Creek watershed, the species is considered absent from the
Project area.
If suitable breeding locations are located within 1.25 miles of a given project
area and connected by barrier-free dispersal habitat that is at least 300 feet in width,
then suitable dispersal habitat could be located within the overall project area.
However, since CRLF have not been identified in the watershed associated with the
subject parcels and a minimum of a 300-foot wide barrier-free dispersal habitat from
the closest potential suitable breeding location does not occur from where the Project
area is situated, the potential for this species to occur within the Project area is
extremely low and the species is considered absent from the subject parcel. No CRLF
were observed during the March 4th, 2019 site survey of the subject parcels. The
proposed Project would have no impact on this species.
Nesting raptors and other migratory birds species - Protected under MBTA, Protected
under CA State DFG Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3800
There is a low to moderate potential for nesting raptors and other nesting
migratory bird species protected under the MBTA to occur within the subject parcels
given the presence of the forested areas within and adjacent to the subject parcels.
The subject parcels represent potential habitat for bird species protected under the
MBTA, such as ground nesting species like the spotted towhee (Pipilo maculatus) and
dark-eyed junco (Junco hyemalis). Active and inactive nests within and adjacent to the
subject parcels were not identified during field surveys; however, given the presence of
large trees within and adjacent to the subject parcels, there is at least a low, if not a
moderate potential for these species to nest within the subject parcels.
Section 4.0 outlines recommendations to conduct raptor and migratory bird
nesting surveys prior to the removal of trees or other vegetation, or ground disturbing
activities; therefore, if trees or other vegetation are to be removed or ground disturbing
activities will commence during the active nesting season of raptors and migratory bird
species, a pre-construction avian nesting survey would be required. Therefore, the
proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on nesting raptors and
migratory bird species with the implementation of mitigation measures outlined in
Section 4.0 below.
Critical Deer Habitat
Known migratory deer ranges outlined in the Nevada County General Plan was
reviewed for deer migration corridors, critical range, and critical fawning areas. The

subject parcels are not located in any known major deer corridors, known deer holding
areas, or critical deer fawning area. Per the Migratory Deer Ranges Nevada County
General Plan map, the subject parcel is located on the border of two mapped areas,
including Deer Winter Range and Resident Deer Herd. The field survey did not record
any observations of deer or deer trails within the subject parcels. The subject parcels do
not contain any known major deer migration corridors, known deer holding areas, nor
critical deer fawning areas.

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND MITIGATION MEASURES
The subject parcel is located within a rural developed setting just south of
Nevada City in Nevada County, CA. The subject parcel is adjacent to/nested within a
largely developed area given the proximity to SR 49, downtown Nevada City, and the
rural residential properties that lie to the east of the subject parcels. Therefore, any
development within the subject parcels would have an overall low potential to impact
sensitive wildlife and plant resources given the low likelihood of such sensitive biological
resources to occur within or immediately adjacent to the subject parcels. However,
given the presence of perennial stream that connects downstream to Deer Creek and
eventually with the South Yuba River, potential impacts within the 100-foot nondisturbance buffer to the stream could have indirect impacts to the stream from
potential erosion, sedimentation, and other related water quality impacts if appropriate
measures are not taken to minimize such indirect impacts to the stream.
Given there is existing development and a high level of disturbance within the
100-foot non-disturbance buffer of the stream (see attached Site Plan documenting the
100-foot non-disturbance buffer and the existing development within the buffer areas),
the proposed Project, including the development of new parking, a proposed 20 room
motel, 20-foot new driveways, and several cabins entirely or partially within the 100-foot
non-disturbance buffer could cause indirect impacts to the Gold Run Creek if
appropriate measures aren’t taken to minimize and mitigate for such potential impacts
on the stream. There will be no direct or permanent impacts to Gold Run Creek as part
of the proposed Project. Recommendations and measures to minimize such potential
impacts to the stream and 100-foot non-disturbance buffer are detailed below.
However, the conclusion of this Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan is
that if the measures outlined below are included as part of the proposed Project design
and approvals, any potential impacts to the stream non-disturbance buffer area would
be less than significant and the proposed Project should be approved given a lack of
sensitive biological resources within the buffer zone and the stream itself, and due to
the incised and disturbed nature of Gold Run Creek within the subject parcels.
The large interior live oak within the gravel parking area includes 5 branches at
or below breast height ranging from 15” to 24” dbh each. This large interior live oak tree
is estimated to have a 94” dbh and is a landmark oak tree per the Nevada County
definitions and ordinances covering oak trees and oak woodlands (see Appendix B
Photo Log and Appendix G Topographic Map). The landmark tree contains an existing
septic tank and septic lids within the immediate root zone of the tree. In addition, the
landmark oak tree canopy extends partially over the roof of the existing house. The tree
is in good health and though it contains an existing septic tank within the root zone and
the canopy developed over the existing house, the tree is maintaining it health, vigor,
and habitat value to wildlife. The proposed project by the applicant would preserve the

landmark oak as it is now and to implement several measures during construction to
minimize impacts to the tree and it root system.
Avoidance of Impacts to Protected Avian Nesting Species
Given the subject parcels contain large trees throughout their entirety (see Photo
Log), including several within the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer area to the stream
corridors, and those trees contain suitable habitat for nesting raptors and MBTA
protected nesting bird species, removal of such trees should be done outside the
breeding season, if possible, to avoid potential impacts to such nesting species. The
breeding season for most protected birds in the vicinity of the subject parcels is
generally from March 1 to August 30. Vegetation clearing or tree removal outside of
the breeding season for such bird species would not require the implementation of any
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation measures. However, construction or
development activities during the breeding season could disturb or remove occupied
nests of migratory birds or raptors and could require the implementation of a preconstruction survey within 250 feet of the disturbance area within the subject parcels for
nesting migratory birds and raptors prior to site disturbance. Pre-construction nesting
surveys would be conducted by a qualified biologist. If any nesting raptors or migratory
birds are identified during surveys, active nests should be avoided and a nodisturbance buffer should be established around the nesting site to avoid disturbance
or destruction of the nest site until after the breeding season or after a wildlife biologist
determines that the young have fledged. The extent of these buffers would be
determined by a wildlife biologist and would depend on the special-status species
present, the level of noise or construction disturbance, line of sight between the nest
and the disturbance, ambient levels of noise and other disturbances, and other
topographical or artificial barriers. These factors should be analyzed to make an
appropriate decision on buffer distances.
Avoidance of Impacts to Dubious Pea and other Special-Status Plant Species
Given that potential suitable habitat for dubious pea occurs within the forested
areas of the Project area, it is recommended that a targeted plant survey be
conducted for the species prior to development within those areas of the Project area.
The survey conducted on March 4th, 2019 within the Project area did not identify any
special-status plant species, including dubious pea. Suitable habitat for other specialstatus plant species within the Project area was not identified. In order to avoid impacts
to dubious pea, avoidance of the plant species is recommended and therefore,
conducting a species-specific survey for the dubious pea during its blooming period (for
identification purposes during April or May) will be sufficient to identify whether the
species occurs within the Project area. Pre-construction surveys would be conducted
by a qualified biologist. If the dubious pea is identified during pre-construction surveys
and impacts to the species can’t be avoided, a Special-Status Plant Species Protection

Plan should be developed that outlines avoidance, minimization, and mitigation
measures for the plants identified within the proposed disturbance areas. An example
of a potential mitigation measure to be implemented to avoid permanent impacts to
such plants is the transplantation of the species outside of the proposed disturbance
areas with up to 3 years of monitoring post transplantation to ensure that the
transplanted plants survive and are protected from adjacent indirect development
impacts. If any other special-status plant species are identified during the dubious pea
focused surveys, a Special-Status Plant Species Protection Plan would be developed for
those species too to ensure such species are included as part of any avoidance,
minimization, and/or mitigation for such species.
ENCROACHMENT INTO THE NON-DISTURBANCE BUFFERS
Temporary impacts include soil disturbance and potential erosion along the
slopes adjacent to the stream from additional grading and demolition/construction
activities. The project applicant intends to construct the new structures and site access
and parking in compliance with Nevada City. The existing parking lot, ticket booth,
bridges crossing the creek channels, rail tracks, access roads, guest registration
building, sheds, and other structures and items are either entirely or partially
constructed within the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer to the stream. For example, the
rail tracks are located adjacent to the bank of the creek channel and cross the creek
channel along the area proposed for the developments of new cabins. Therefore, the
proposed area of disturbance located within the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer to the
stream is already developed and disturbed.
REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS – ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS
A number of state and federal agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
have regulatory authority over special status species and sensitive habitats.
The regulatory aspects include:
•

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) regulate the discharge of dredge or fill material
into waters of the United States under Section 404 of the CWA (“waters of
the United States” include wetlands and lakes, rivers, streams, and their
tributaries). Wetlands are defined for regulatory purposes as areas
“…inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances
do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in

saturated solid conditions.” Project proponents must obtain a permit from
the USACE for all discharges of fill material into waters of the United States,
including wetlands, before proceeding with a proposed action.
•

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has jurisdiction over species listed
as threatened or endangered under Section 9 of the Federal Endangered
Species Act (ESA). The act protects listed species from harm or “take”
which is broadly defined as “…the action of harassing, harming, pursuing,
hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing, or collecting, or
attempting to engage in any such conduct.” For any project involving a
federal agency in which a listed species could be affected, the federal
agency must consult with the USFWS in accordance with Section 7 of the
ESA. The USFWS issues a biological opinion and, if the project does not
jeopardize the continued existence of the listed species, issues an
incidental-take permit.

•

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has jurisdiction over
species listed as threatened or endangered under section 2080 of the
CDFW Code. The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) prohibits
take of state-listed threatened and endangered species. The state Act
differs from the federal Act in that it does not include habitat destruction
in its definition of take. The CDFW defines take as “hunt, pursue, catch,
capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.” The
CDFW may authorize take under the CESA through Sections 2081
agreements. If the results of a biological survey indicate that a state-listed
species would be affected by the project, the CDFW would issue an
Agreement under Section 2081 of the CDFW Code and would establish a
Memorandum of Understanding for the protection of state-listed species.
CDFW maintains lists for threatened, endangered, and candidate species.
California candidate species are afforded the same level of protection as
listed species. California also designates Species of Special Concern
(SSC), which are species of limited distribution, declining populations,
diminishing habitat, or unusual scientific, recreational or educational
values. These species do not have the same legal protection as listed
species but may be added to official lists in the future.

•

Compliance with Section 401 of the CWA is required for any project
requiring a federal action (i.e. USACE) permit or federal funding) with
construction that could have an impact to surface water quality. The
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is a responsible for
administering the Section 401 permitting program in California.

•

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is a non-profit group dedicated to
preserving the state’s native flora. It has developed lists of plants of
special concern in California. The special-status plant species discussed

above is listed as CNPS List 4.2, which characterizes “Plants of Limited
Distribution.”
•

Nevada City ordinances protecting stream resources and oak resources
such as landmark groves and landmark oak trees.

MITIGATION FOR ENCROACHMENT INTO THE NON-DISTURBANCE BUFFER AND DRIP LINE
OF THE LANDMARK OAK TREE
The Management Plan for the encroachment into the non-disturbance buffer,
including areas within 100 feet of the perennial stream channels within the Project area,
as detailed below, includes measures to minimize potential impacts to the stream
channels, water quality, and the sparse riparian vegetation adjacent to the stream
channels. These measures are intended for inclusion into the existing and proposed
development within the non-disturbance buffers during and after construction to
minimize direct and indirect impacts to water quality during and following construction.
In addition, these measures should also be applied to any work to be done within the
dripline of the landmark California oak tree located adjacent to the proposed new 20foot driveway and proposed new parking lot behind the proposed 2 story 20 room
motel building to be located within the existing gravel parking area. This will be
accomplished by implementing the following during and following construction:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Limit construction to periods of extended dry weather and the dry summer
season;
Establishing the area around the active stream channel as Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) where those areas will not be impacted by construction or
thereafter;
No fill or dredge material will enter or be removed from the stream channels
during construction and thereafter;
Use appropriate machinery and equipment to limit disturbance in the
proposed Project disturbance areas;
No dewatering of the streams will occur during construction or thereafter; and
Implement Best Management Practices during and following construction.

IMPLEMENTATION OF BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES DURING CONSTRUCTION
To protect the stream channels and existing pond within the southeast corner of
the Project area, non-disturbance buffer areas, water quality and downstream water
resources, and the landmark California black oak tree, the contractor shall implement
standard Best Management Practices during and after construction. These measures
should include, but are not limited to:
•

Minimize the number and size of work areas for equipment and spoil
storage sites in the vicinity of the stream. Place staging areas outside of

the 100-foot non-disturbance buffers and the drip line of any landmark
oak tree identified within the subject parcels.
•

The contractor shall exercise reasonable precaution to protect Gold Run
Creek, adjacent non-disturbance buffers, and the landmark California
black oak tree from pollution with fuels, oils, and other harmful materials.
Construction byproducts and pollutants such as oil, cement, and wash
water shall be prevented from discharging into or near these resources
and shall be collected for removal off the site. All construction debris and
associated materials and litter shall be removed from the work site
immediately upon completion.

•

No equipment for vehicle maintenance or refueling shall occur within the
100-foot non-disturbance buffers or within the dripline of any landmark
oak tree. The contractor shall immediately contain and clean up any
petroleum or other chemical spills with absorbent materials such as
sawdust or kitty litter. For other hazardous materials, follow the cleanup
instruction on the label.

•

For ground disturbing and construction related activities occurring within
the 100-foot non-disturbance buffer zone, straw bales, straw wattles, or
another accepted erosion control and sedimentation BMP should be
located between the ground disturbance or construction area(s) and the
top of the bank of the stream channels within the Project area. This is to
minimize any potential runoff from erosion and sedimentation caused by
the proposed Project.

Post Construction Erosion Control
Exposed bare soil along the stream embankment, including the 100-foot nondisturbance buffer should be protected against loss from erosion by the seeding of an
erosion control mixture and restored with native grasses and mulching. Non-native
species that are known to invade wild lands, such as orchard grass, velvet grass, rose
clover, winter and spring vetch, and wild oats should not be used as they displace
native species. These erosion control measures should also be implemented around the
landmark California black oak tree, where feasible, to limit debris and erosion around
the trunk and root zone of the landmark California black oak tree.
Provide Copies of Mitigation Measures to Contractors
To ensure the proper and timely implementation of all mitigation measures
contained in this Biological Resources Inventory and Management Plan, as well as the
terms and conditions of any other required permits, the applicant shall distribute copies
of these mitigation measures and permit requirements to the contractors prior to

grading and construction within the non-disturbance buffers and for any work within or
adjacent to the dripline of the landmark California black oak tree identified adjacent
to the new 20-foot driveway. All contractors shall be completely familiar with the
mitigation measures contained above and with the terms and conditions of all permits.
ADDITONAL MITIGATION FOR THE LANDMARK OAK TREE
It is recommended that the following Best Management Practices (BMPs) for
oak resources should be implemented during the development of the proposed
Project, specifically for work within the root zone and drip line of the landmark
California black oak tree:
•

Plans and specifications should clearly state protection procedures for oak
resources within the Project area. The specifications should also require
contractors to stay within designated work areas.

•

Protective Fencing not less than four feet in height shall be placed at the limits
of proposed disturbance where the landmark oak tree is located. The fencing
should be placed as far away from the trunk of the tree as possible to protect
as much of the root zone as feasible. The protective fencing shall be inspected
by the contractor prior to commencement of any grading activity within the
Project disturbance areas and shall remain in place until construction is
completed within each area of ground disturbing activities.

•

Damage to Oak Trees during construction shall be immediately reported to a
qualified biologist or a certified arborist to assess the potential level of impacts
to oak resources and determine whether the damage will have a significant
impact on the landmark oak tree. If it is determined by the qualified biologist or
certified arborist that there is significant damage that could harm the long-term
health of the landmark oak tree, work should be halted and the Nevada City
should be contacted to discuss appropriate mitigation measures for such
damages.

•

Equipment Damage to limbs, trunks, and roots of all remaining trees within the
subject parcels shall be avoided during project construction and development.

•

Grading Restrictions Care must be taken to limit grade changes near the drip
line of the landmark oak tree. Grade changes can lead to plant stress from
oxygen deprivation or oak root fungus at the root collar of oaks. Minor grade
changes further from the trunk are not as critical but can negatively affect the
health of the tree if not carefully monitored by a qualified biologist or certified
arborist.
The Root Protective Zones (Drip Lines) Grade shall not be lowered or raised
around the trunks (i.e., within the drip line) of the landmark oak tree. A qualified

•

biologist or certified arborist should supervise all excavation or grading
proposed within the protective zone (drip line) of the landmark oak tree and/or
the clearance of vegetation within the protective zone (drip line) of the
landmark oak tree. Any major roots encountered shall be conserved to the
greatest extent possible and treated as recommended by the qualified
biologist or certified arborist.
Annual monitoring of the project area, including all features of the project
constructed within or directly adjacent to the designated landmark oak tree should be
implemented to identify any indirect impacts (deterioration of health or death of
individual tress). A qualified biologist or certified arborist should evaluate the single
landmark California black oak tree adjacent to the proposed new 20-fooot driveway
(beginning approximately 12 months after site construction has been finalized) and
assess the landmark oak tree where the drip line is within or directly adjacent to the
project features constructed within or directly adjacent to the designated landmark
oak tree. Annual monitoring should occur for up to 3 years post construction
completion and should include photo documentation of the landmark oak tree. If the
landmark oak tree appears to be deteriorating in health, the qualified biologist or
certified arborist should make recommendations for minimizing further impacts to the
tree.
In the event that the landmark oak tree is documented to be dying and needs
to be removed, further mitigation would be required for the removal of that landmark
oak tree. Mitigation to offset the impacts from the removal of the landmark oak tree
could include one or a combination of the following as recommended by the qualified
biologist or certified arborist conducting the annual monitoring at that time:
•

Conservation Easement: within the subject parcels to permanently protect
landmark oak trees from future development or use impacts. The amount of
area and oak resources to be included in such a conservation easement
would be made by the qualified biologist or certified arborist conducting the
monitoring and would be a minimum of a 1:1 ratio of impact area (dbh and
area of canopy cover protected under the easement would have to be at
least the dbh and canopy over of the landmark oak tree to be removed) to
conservation easement area with the final approval of the mitigation being
approved by Nevada City. An offsite conservation easement at the same
minimum 1:1 ratio would also be a viable option for using this type of mitigation
for impacts to the landmark oak tree.

•

Bear Yuba Land Trust (BYLT) In-lieu Fee: payment of an in-lieu fee to a BYLT
mitigation fund that shall specify that the fee paid will be used to purchase
mitigation for landmark oak trees or groves within Nevada City or Nevada
County. An administration fee equal to five percent of the mitigation fee may
also be required to cover the Nevada City and/or BYLT costs associated with
this option.

•

Planting Replacement: at a 2:1 ratio the number of inches of oak trees
removed (at dbh). This is the recommendation for planting ratios previously
approved by recent Nevada County Planning Department permitted projects
requiring similar mitigation. The oak plantings would need to be maintained
and monitored to ensure that the number of inches of oak trees removed
survive after 5 years from the time that plantings are completed. The final
approval of this mitigation type being approved would be with Nevada City.

•

Other Mitigation: can be developed between a qualified biologist or certified
arborist, the project proponent, and Nevada City with the final approval of the
mitigation being approved by Nevada City. However, at a minimum, any other
mitigation recommended as part of this Biological Resources Inventory and
Management Plan would be required to fully mitigate for the loss of the
number of trees (their dbh at a 2:1 ratio).
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Project Vicinity Figure and Project Location Figure
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Appendix B
USDA Soils Map
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Appendix C

National Wetland Inventory Map
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Figure. Wetlands Map

Appendix D

Photo Log

Photos of the March 4th, 2019 Site Visit and Field Surveys for the Subject Parcels

Photo 1: Proposed new parking within existing gravel area along edge of creek.

Photo 2: New motel building within existing paved parking area and new parking within gravel area.

Photo 3: Creek crossing under footbridge at the existing ticket booth. New parking are proposed
within the existing gravel area to right.

Photo 4: Area proposed for new driveway and cabins. Cabin B is proposed to be located in this area.

Photo 5: Area along creek and rail tracks where new driveway would be constructed. Cabin C would
be located within this area to the right of the existing rail tracks.

Photo 6: Rail tracks heading east with creek on the left of the tracks. Cabin C proposed to be
constructed right of tracks and cabins D, E, and F proposed upslope behind existing cabins to the right.

Photo 7: Proposed driveway to lead into area of new cabins (G through M) to be constructed.

Photo 8: Approximate area of Cabin G within an upland area with the creek located to the right.

Photo 9: Existing track and structures to be removed in this area and cabins to be constructed where
tracks area located. Approximate area of proposed cabin J.

Photo 10: Creek located within deep drainage channel below existing tracks within the area proposed
for cabin development. No signs of scouring or flooding along this section of creek.

Photo 11: Creek located within deep drainage channel below existing tracks within the area proposed
for cabin development. No signs of scouring or flooding along this section of creek.

Photo 12: Existing dam within the eastern section of the project area. Dam creates pond within an
area designated as additional parking and for outdoor events.

Photo 13: Existing pond area with the outdoor events area in the background.

Photo 14: Additional parking area and outdoor events area within the eastern section of project area.

Photo 15: Culvert crossing rail tracks near where creek from eastern pond enters Gold Run Creek.
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Parcel Reports
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Nevada County Parcel Report
Parcel APN:

037-050-002-000

420 RAILROAD AVENUE

Land Value: $204,699
Improvement Value:

$597,938

Acreage: 1.99
Zoning: EC NevCty
General Plan:

NEVCITY

Fire District:

Nevada City

Elementary Sch. Dist:

Nevada City

Water District:
Nevada Irrigation Dist:

NID Water - Zone 1.0

Public Utility:
Park District:
Service Area:
Snow Load:
Wind Exposure:
Climate Zone:
Elevation:

AREA NO. 33 46
C
11
2598

Overview

Nevada County GIS

March 10, 2019

© Nevada County GIS 2019

Scale:
1:9,028

0
0

0.075
0.1

0.15
0.2

0.3 mi
0.4 km

Nevada County GIS

Nevada County Parcel Report
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Appendix F

Plants and Wildlife Observed

Species observed within the Project area March 4th, 2019

Scientific Name

Common Name

CRYPTOGAMS

FERNS AND SPIKE-MOSSES

Blechnaceae
Woodwardia fimbriata

chain fern

Dennstaedtiaceae
Pteridium aquilinum

Bracken Family
bracken fern

Equisetaceae
Equisetum arvense

Horsetail Family
common horsetail

GYMNOSPERMS

CONIFERS

Cupressaceae
Calocedrus decurrens

Cypress Family
incense cedar

Pineaceae
Pinus ponderosa
Abies concolor
Psuedotsuga menziesii

Pine Family
ponderosa pine
white fir
Douglas fir

DICOTYLEDONS

FLOWERING PLANTS

Aceraceae
Acer macrophyllum

Maple Family
big-leaf maple

Anacardiaceae
Toxicodendron diversilobum

Cashew Family
poison oak

Apiaceae (Umbelliferae)
Daucus carota
Torilis arvensis

Carrot Family
wild carrot
hedge-parsley

Asteraceae (Compositae)
Artemisia douglasiana
Aster eatonii
Calycadenia spicata

Sunflower Family
mugwort
Eaton’s aster
white tarweed

Carduus pycnocephala
Centaurea solstitialis
Cichorium intybus
Cirsium occidentale
Cirsium vulgare
Grindelia hirsutula

Italian thistle
yellow star-thistle
chicory
western thistle
common thistle
gum plant

Leucanthemum sp.
Madia elegans ssp. vernalis
Madia gracilis
Solidago canadensis
Sonchus sp.

ox-eye daisy
common madia
slender tarweed
goldenrod
sow thistle

Taraxacum officinale

common dandelion

Betulaceae
Alnus rhombifolia

Birch Family
white alder

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae)
Brassica nigra
Lepidium nitidum
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum

Mustard Family
black mustard
pepper grass
water cress

Caprifoliaceae
Lonicera hispidula

Honeysuckle Family
honeysuckle

Cornaceae
Cornus nuttallii

Dogwood Family
California dogwood

Ericaceae

Heath Family

Arctostaphylos patula

greenleaf manzanita

Fabaceae
Lathyrus latifolius
Lotus humistratus

Legume Family
sweet pea
lotus

Hypericaceae
Hypericum perforatum

St. John’s Wort Family
Klamath weed

Juglandaceae
Juglans californica

Walnut Family
California black walnut

Lamiaceae
Prunella vulgaris var. lanceolatus
Stachys ajugoides

Mint Family
self-heal
hedge nettle

Trichostema lanceolatum

vinegar weed

Plantaginaceae
Plantago lanceolata

Plantain Family
common plantain

Polemoniaceae
Navarretia sp.

Phlox Family
navarretia

Polygonaceae
Rumex crispus

Buckwheat Family
curly dock

Rosaceae
Malus spp.
Oemleria cerasiformis
Prunus virginiana
Rosa californica
Rubus armeniacus
Rubus laciniatus

Rose Family
pear and apple Several cultivars
oso berry
choke cherry
wild rose
Armenian blackberry
cut-leaved blackberry

Rubus leucodermis

blackcap raspberry

Salicaceae
Salix laevigata
Salix lasiolepis

Willow Family
red willow
arroyo willow

Scrophulariaceae
Mimulus guttatus
Verbascum blattaria
Verbascum thapsus

Figwort Family
seep-spring monkeyflower
moth mullein
woolly mullein

Cyperaceae
Carex densa (dudleyi)
Cyperus eragrostis

Sedge Family
sedge
umbrella sedge

Iridaceae
Iris sp.

Iris Family
iris

Juncaceae
Juncus balticus
Juncus bufonius

Rush Family
Baltic rush
toad rush

Lemnaceae
Lemna sp.

Duckweed Family
duckweed

Liliaceae

Lily Family

Chlorogalum pomeridianum

soap plant

Poaceae
Avena sp.

Grass Family
wild oats

Briza minor
Bromus diandrus
Bromus hordeaceus
Cynosurus echinata
Dactylis glomerata
Elymus glaucus
Festuca arundinacea
Holcus lanatus
Hordeum marinum ssp. gussoneanum
Lolium perenne perennial
Muhlenbergia rigens
Phalaris aquatica
Poa pratensis
Taeniatherum caput-medusae

tiny rattlesnake grass
ripgut brome
soft brome
dog-tail grass
orchard grass
blue wild-rye
tall fescue
velvet grass
Mediterranean barley
rye grass
deer grass
Harding grass
Kentucky bluegrass
medusa-head grass

Wildlife Species observed within the Project Area March 4th, 2019

Wildlife
Apheloxoma californica
Buteo jamaicensis
Callipepla californica
Melozone crissalis

Western scrub jay
Red-tailed hawk
California quail
California towhee
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CNDDB Database Results
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CNDDB OCCURRENCES*
Plant Species
1. Brandegee's clarkia
2. Dubious pea
3. Finger rush
4. Pine Hill flannelbush
5. Scadden Flat checkerbloom

Wildlife Species
6. California black rail
7. Coast horned lizard
8. Cooper's hawk
9. Foothill yellow-legged frog
10.Western bumble bee

1
Miles

CRITICAL HABITAT OCCURRENCES **
Plant Habitat
None
Wildlife Habitat
A. California red-legged frog

Parcel No.: 005-490-019-000
Figure. CNDDB and Critical Habitat Map

Prepared: MNugent, 3/6/2019

Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Query Criteria:

EOndx<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(102101<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>110474<span style='color:Red'> OR
</span>12076<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>30554<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>34885<span style='color:Red'> OR
</span>34905<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>41294<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>43435<span style='color:Red'> OR
</span>68166<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>79239<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>83108<span style='color:Red'> OR
</span>99737)

Map Index Number:

A8682

EO Index:

110474

Key Quad:

Nevada City (3912131)

Element Code:

AAABH01050

Occurrence Number:

1761

Occurrence Last Updated:

2018-09-14

Scientific Name:

Rana boylii

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

Candidate Threatened

Other Lists:

Global:

G3

State:

S3

foothill yellow-legged frog

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species of Special Concern
IUCN_NT-Near Threatened
USFS_S-Sensitive

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

PARTLY-SHADED, SHALLOW STREAMS AND RIFFLES WITH A ROCKY
SUBSTRATE IN A VARIETY OF HABITATS.

NEEDS AT LEAST SOME COBBLE-SIZED SUBSTRATE FOR EGGLAYING. NEEDS AT LEAST 15 WEEKS TO ATTAIN METAMORPHOSIS.

Last Date Observed:

1903-06-XX

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1903-06-XX

Occurrence Rank:

None

Owner/Manager:

UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Extirpated

Location:
EAST OF CHAMPION MINE AND WEST OF NEVADA CITY.
Detailed Location:
COLLECTION LOCALITY DESCRIBED AS "NEVADA CITY, OLYMPIC PARK, CREEK ON ROAD TO CHAMPION MINE." EXACT LOCATION UNKNOWN.
MAPPED TO VICINITY BETWEEN NEVADA CITY AND CHAMPION MINE.
Ecological:
Threats:
General:
COLLECTED IN JUN 1903. ACCORDING TO JENNINGS AND LIND, RANA BOYLII IS EXTIRPATED AT THIS LOCATION.
PLSS:

T16N, R08E, Sec. 12 (M)

Accuracy:

3/5 mile

Area (acres):

776

UTM:

Zone-10 N4347557 E670060

Latitude/Longitude:

39.26068 / -121.0289

Elevation (feet):

2,400

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Nevada City (3912131)

Sources:
CAR03S0009

CARLSON, J. - CAS #4753 COLLECTED FROM NEVADA CITY, OLYMPIC PARK, CREEK ON ROAD TO CHAMPION MINE 1903-06-XX

JEN94R0001

JENNINGS, M. & M. HAYES - AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILE SPECIES OF SPECIAL CONCERN IN CALIFORNIA. FINAL REPORT
SUBMITTED TO DFG, INLAND FISHERIES DIVISION, RANCHO CORDOVA. 255 PP. 1994-11-01

JEN96R0001

JENNINGS, M. - CHAPTER 31: STATUS OF AMPHIBIANS, PP 921-944 IN: SIERRA NEVADA ECOSYSTEM PROJECT: FINAL REPORT
TO CONGRESS, VOL II. 1996-XX-XX

LIN05U0001

LIND, A. (UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS) - REINTRODUCTION OF A DECLINING AMPHIBIAN: DETERMINING AN
ECOLOGICALLY FEASIBLE APPROACH FOR THE FOOTHILL YELLOW-LEGGED FROG. PHD DISSERTATION, UC DAVIS 2005-XX-XX
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

A0540

EO Index:

102101

Key Quad:

North Bloomfield (3912038)

Element Code:

ABNKC12040

Occurrence Number:

129

Occurrence Last Updated:

2016-06-14

Scientific Name:

Accipiter cooperii

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

None

Other Lists:

Global:

G5

State:

S4

Cooper's hawk

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least Concern

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

WOODLAND, CHIEFLY OF OPEN, INTERRUPTED OR MARGINAL TYPE.

NEST SITES MAINLY IN RIPARIAN GROWTHS OF DECIDUOUS TREES,
AS IN CANYON BOTTOMS ON RIVER FLOOD-PLAINS; ALSO, LIVE
OAKS.

Last Date Observed:

2015-06-19

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

2015-06-19

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

BLM, UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
NORTH SIDE OF SCOTTS VALLEY RD ABOUT 0.1 MILES NW OF THE BURJER RD JUNCTION, WILLOW VALLEY.
Detailed Location:
MAPPED TO PROVIDED COORDINATES. EXACT NEST LOCATION NOT KNOWN.
Ecological:
SIERRA MIXED CONIFER FOREST, UNDISTURBED EXCEPT FOR SLOWLY INCREASING RURAL RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE GENERAL
AREA.
Threats:
DEVELOPMENT, DISTURBANCE FROM VEHICLES, PEDESTRIANS AND DOGS.
General:
SUCCESSFUL NESTING OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY IN 2014 (MULTIPLE AND FREQUENT BEGGING CALLS FROM AT LEAST 2 BIRDS HEARD). 1
ADULT OBSERVED ON 19 JUN 2015, NEST NOT FOUND.
PLSS:

T16N, R09E, Sec. 4, SE (M)

Accuracy:

1/5 mile

Area (acres):

70

UTM:

Zone-10 N4349221 E675003

Latitude/Longitude:

39.27468 / -120.97121

Elevation (feet):

3,003

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

North Bloomfield (3912038)

Sources:
JAM15F0002

JAMESON, M. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR ACCIPITER COOPERII 2015-06-19
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

68011

EO Index:

68166

Key Quad:

Grass Valley (3912121)

Element Code:

ABNME03041

Occurrence Number:

135

Occurrence Last Updated:

2009-09-24

Scientific Name:

Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus

Listing Status:
* SENSITIVE *
CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

Threatened

Other Lists:

Global:

G3G4T1

State:

S1

California black rail

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_FP-Fully Protected
IUCN_NT-Near Threatened
NABCI_RWL-Red Watch List
USFWS_BCC-Birds of Conservation Concern

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

INHABITS FRESHWATER MARSHES, WET MEADOWS AND SHALLOW
MARGINS OF SALTWATER MARSHES BORDERING LARGER BAYS.

NEEDS WATER DEPTHS OF ABOUT 1 INCH THAT DO NOT FLUCTUATE
DURING THE YEAR AND DENSE VEGETATION FOR NESTING HABITAT.

Last Date Observed:

2007-01-23

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

2007-01-23

Occurrence Rank:

Good

Trend:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:
Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
*SENSITIVE* LOCATION INFORMATION SUPPRESSED.
Detailed Location:
PLEASE CONTACT THE CALIFORNIA NATURAL DIVERSITY DATABASE, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE, FOR MORE
INFORMATION: (916) 322-2493
Ecological:
MEADOW/EMERGENT WETLAND HABITAT ASSOCIATED WITH SEEPAGE FROM A POND, DOMINATED BY TYPHA DOMINGENSIS, CAREX SP.,
JUNCUS EFFUSUS PACIFICUS, EPILOBIUM SPP, SALIX LESIDEPIS, AND RUBUS DISCOLOR; SURROUNDED BY HOMES. BISECTED BY A ROAD.
Threats:
UPLAND, NOXIUS WEEDS INVADING MEADOW. SIPHON IN MEADOW DEGRADING WETLAND HABITAT. DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED IN 2007.
General:
PLSS:

Accuracy:

UTM:

Latitude/Longitude:

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Grass Valley (3912121)

80 meters

Area (acres):

0

Elevation (feet):

2,225

Sources:
MOR07F0001

MORAN, V. (ECOLOGICAL OUTREACH SERVICES) - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR LATERALLUS JAMAICENSIS COTURNICULUS 2007
-01-23

RIC08A0002

RICHMOND O.M. ET AL. (UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY) - DISTRIBUTION OF CALIFORNIA BLACK RAILS IN THE
SIERRA NEVADA FOOTHILLS. J. FIELD ORNITHOL. 79(4):381-390 2008-XX-XX

TEC02F0001

TECKLIN, J. & D. SCHAEFER (UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS) - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR LATERALLUS JAMAICENSIS
COTURNICULUS 2002-07-21

TEC07U0001

TECKLIN, J. (UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS) - E-MAIL TO VIRGINIA MORAN ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF BLACK RAILS IN A
MEADOW SSE OF GRASS VALLEY 2007-01-31
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

82117

EO Index:

83108

Key Quad:

Mortmar (3311558)

Element Code:

AFCNB02060

Occurrence Number:

90

Occurrence Last Updated:

2011-05-19

Scientific Name:

Cyprinodon macularius

Common Name:

Federal:

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

Endangered

Other Lists:

Global:

G1

State:

S1

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

desert pupfish

AFS_EN-Endangered
IUCN_VU-Vulnerable

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

DESERT PONDS, SPRINGS, MARSHES AND STREAMS IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA.

CAN LIVE IN SALINITIES FROM FRESHWATER TO 68 PPT; CAN
WITHSTAND TEMPS FROM 9 - 45 C AND DISSOLVED OXYGEN LEVELS
DOWN TO 0.1 PPM.

Last Date Observed:

1966-04-27

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1966-04-27

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

BLM, PVT

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
DRAINAGE LEADING TO VARNER HARBOR, NORTH OF BETZ BEACH, NNE SIDE OF SALTON SEA, SALTON SEA STATE PARK, RIVERSIDE
COUNTY.
Detailed Location:
LOCATION IN CAS MUSEUM RECORD GIVEN AS "SALTON SEA STATE PARK HEADQUARTERS; DITCH TO BOAT LANDING" & "SALTON SEA STATE
PARK HEADQUARTERS; FIRST LAGOON SE OF MARINA." MAPPED TO DRAINAGE INTO PARK BAY ON TOPO MAP.
Ecological:
DRAINAGE MAY NO LONGER FLOW INTO PARK HARBOR; IT APPEARS THAT STATE PARK RD MAY HAVE SEVERED DRAINAGE AND CREEK
FLOWS TO LAGOON SOUTH OF PARK HARBOR (AIR PHOTOS 2005, 2009, 2010).
Threats:
General:
9 SPECIMENS COLLECTED ON 22 APRIL 1966 (CAS 27104) AND 3 COLLECTED ON 27 APR 1966 (CAS 27110) BY WILBUR & EVELYN FOLLETT.
PLSS:

T08S, R10E, Sec. 02, S (S)

Accuracy:

nonspecific area

Area (acres):

28

UTM:

Zone-11 N3707318 E601039

Latitude/Longitude:

33.50063 / -115.91223

Elevation (feet):

-220

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Riverside

Salton (3311548), Mortmar (3311558)

Sources:
CAS11S0001

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES - PRINTOUT OF CYPRINODON HOLDINGS IN CAS FROM CALIFORNIA. 2011-02-10
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

39883

EO Index:

34885

Key Quad:

Grass Valley (3912121)

Element Code:

ARACF12100

Occurrence Number:

599

Occurrence Last Updated:

1998-10-01

Scientific Name:

Phrynosoma blainvillii

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

None

Other Lists:

Global:

G3G4

State:

S3S4

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

coast horned lizard

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least Concern

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

FREQUENTS A WIDE VARIETY OF HABITATS, MOST COMMON IN
LOWLANDS ALONG SANDY WASHES WITH SCATTERED LOW BUSHES.

OPEN AREAS FOR SUNNING, BUSHES FOR COVER, PATCHES OF
LOOSE SOIL FOR BURIAL, AND ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF ANTS AND
OTHER INSECTS.

Last Date Observed:

1991-XX-XX

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1991-XX-XX

Occurrence Rank:

Poor

Owner/Manager:

CITY OF GRASS VALLEY

Trend:

Decreasing

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
GRASS VALLEY TREATMENT PLANT, 11808 ALTA VISTA AVE, GRASS VALLEY.
Detailed Location:
Ecological:
GROUNDS COVERED WITH PEA GRAVLE, MANY BUSHES AND SHRUBS, MANY ANTS.
Threats:
TREATMENT PLANT UNDERGOING MAJOR RECONSTRUCTION.
General:
OBSERVED LIZARDS FROM 1983 TO 1991; RESCUED DOZENS OF YOUNG OFF FLOATING RESERVOIR COVER. YOUNG APPEAR 1ST 2 WEEKS OF
AUGUST. OBSERVED FEWER EACH YEAR, WITH ONLY 1 SEEN IN 1991.
PLSS:

T16N, R08E, Sec. 22 (M)

Accuracy:

1/5 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-10 N4343842 E666824

Latitude/Longitude:

39.22785 / -121.06730

Elevation (feet):

2,560

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Grass Valley (3912121)

Sources:
BEA91F0001

BEATIE, J. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR PHRYNOSOMA CORONATUM (FRONTALE POPULATION, CALIFORNIA HORNED LIZARD)
1991-XX-XX
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

39903

EO Index:

34905

Key Quad:

Nevada City (3912131)

Element Code:

ARACF12100

Occurrence Number:

603

Occurrence Last Updated:

1998-10-06

Scientific Name:

Phrynosoma blainvillii

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

None

Other Lists:

Global:

G3G4

State:

S3S4

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

coast horned lizard

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least Concern

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

FREQUENTS A WIDE VARIETY OF HABITATS, MOST COMMON IN
LOWLANDS ALONG SANDY WASHES WITH SCATTERED LOW BUSHES.

OPEN AREAS FOR SUNNING, BUSHES FOR COVER, PATCHES OF
LOOSE SOIL FOR BURIAL, AND ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF ANTS AND
OTHER INSECTS.

Last Date Observed:

1991-05-28

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1991-05-28

Occurrence Rank:

Good

Owner/Manager:

PVT

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
THREE PROPERTIES; 10448, 10347 & 10457 NEWTOWN ROAD, 2.5 AIR MILES FROM JUNCTION OF HIGHWAYS 49 & 20, NEVADA CITY.
Detailed Location:
LIZARDS ARE SEEN FREQUENTLY IN THIS AREA.
Ecological:
CHAPARRAL WITH DIGGER PINES, MANZANITA, MCNAB CYPRESS, AND CHAPARRAL PEA, ON SERPENTINE SOIL.
Threats:
RESIDENTIAL.
General:
5 (3 ADULTS & 2 JUVENILES) OBSERVED IN 1990. 2 ADULTS OBSERVED IN 1991.
PLSS:

T16N, R08E, Sec. 10, NE (M)

Accuracy:

specific area

Area (acres):

12

UTM:

Zone-10 N4347969 E667122

Latitude/Longitude:

39.26496 / -121.06283

Elevation (feet):

2,500

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Nevada City (3912131)

Sources:
HIS90F0003

HISCOX, K. - 3 FIELD SURVEY FORMS FOR PHRYNOSOMA CORONATUM FRONTALE (CALIFORNIA HORNED LIZARD) 1990-09-18

HIS91F0009

HISCOX, J. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR PHRYNOSOMA CORONATUM (FRONTALE POPULATION, CALIFORNIA HORNED LIZARD)
1991-05-28

HOR91F0001

HORTON, P. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR PHRYNOSOMA CORONATUM (FRONTALE POPULATION, CALIFORNIA HORNED LIZARD)
1991-05-23

MCK90F0003

MCKINLEY, RENEE & CLINTON - 2 FIELD SURVEY FORMS FOR PHRYNOSOMA CORONATUM FRONTALE (CALIFORNIA HORNED
LIZARD) 1990-07-06
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

98319

EO Index:

99737

Key Quad:

North Bloomfield (3912038)

Element Code:

IIHYM24250

Occurrence Number:

126

Occurrence Last Updated:

2015-12-03

Scientific Name:

Bombus occidentalis

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

State:

None

Other Lists:

Global:

G2G3

State:

S1

General Habitat:

western bumble bee

USFS_S-Sensitive
XERCES_IM-Imperiled

Micro Habitat:

ONCE COMMON & WIDESPREAD, SPECIES HAS DECLINED
PRECIPITOUSLY FROM CENTRAL CA TO SOUTHERN B.C., PERHAPS
FROM DISEASE.
Last Date Observed:

1968-05-20

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1968-05-20

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
3 MILES NORTHEAST OF NEVADA CITY.
Detailed Location:
EXACT LOCATION UNKNOWN. MAPPED BY CNDDB 3 AIR MILES NORTHEAST OF NEVADA CITY.
Ecological:
Threats:
General:
COLLECTED 20 MAY 1968.
PLSS:

T17N, R09E, Sec. 32 (M)

Accuracy:

1 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-10 N4350744 E673823

Latitude/Longitude:

39.28863 / -120.98447

Elevation (feet):

3,000

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

North Bloomfield (3912038), Nevada City (3912131)

Sources:
BRI68S0006

BRIGGS, D. - BBSL #JPS4089 FROM 3 MI NE OF NEVADA CITY 1968-05-20
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

28946

EO Index:

30554

Key Quad:

San Benito Mtn. (3612036)

Element Code:

PDMAL0Q020

Occurrence Number:

5

Occurrence Last Updated:

1997-03-20

Scientific Name:

Malacothamnus aboriginum

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Indian Valley bush-mallow

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

1B.2

State:

None

Other Lists:

Global:

G3

BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden

State:

S3

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

CISMONTANE WOODLAND, CHAPARRAL.

GRANITIC OUTCROPS AND SANDY BARE SOIL, OFTEN IN DISTURBED
SOILS. 150-1130 M.

Last Date Observed:

1965-07-20

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1965-07-20

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
CLEAR CREEK ROAD, 3.1 MILES EAST OF COALINGA ROAD.
Detailed Location:
MAPPED EAST OF HERNANDEZ AND NORTH OF GOAT MOUNTAIN ALONG CLEAR CREEK.
Ecological:
Threats:
General:
ONLY SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR THIS SITE IS 1965 COLLECTION BY HESSE.
PLSS:

T18S, R11E, Sec. 11, SW (M)

Accuracy:

2/5 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-10 N4027474 E702628

Latitude/Longitude:

36.37106 / -120.74130

Elevation (feet):

2,530

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

San Benito

San Benito Mtn. (3612036), Idria (3612046)

Sources:
HES65S0003

HESSE - HESSE #3310 DS #519379 1965-07-20

Commercial Version -- Dated March, 2 2019 -- Biogeographic Data Branch
Report Printed on Wednesday, March 06, 2019

Page 8 of 12
Information Expires 9/2/2019

Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

43435

EO Index:

43435

Key Quad:

Nevada City (3912131)

Element Code:

PDONA05053

Occurrence Number:

15

Occurrence Last Updated:

2006-07-20

Scientific Name:

Clarkia biloba ssp. brandegeeae

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Brandegee's clarkia

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

4.2

State:

None

Other Lists:

BLM_S-Sensitive

Global:

G4G5T4

State:

S4

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

CHAPARRAL, CISMONTANE WOODLAND, LOWER MONTANE
CONIFEROUS FOREST.

OFTEN IN ROADCUTS. 75-915 M.

Last Date Observed:

XXXX-XX-XX

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

XXXX-XX-XX

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
CEMENT HILL, NEAR INDIAN FLAT, JUST NORTHWEST OF NEVADA CITY.
Detailed Location:
MAPPED AS BEST GUESS BY CNDDB; LOCATION GIVEN AS CEMENT HILL, NEAR INDIAN FLAT, 2900 FEET ELEVATION.
Ecological:
Threats:
General:
INCLUDES FORMER OCCURRENCE #16 FROM "HIGHWAY 49 AT INDIAN FLAT, WEST OF NEVADA CITY." BOTH SIGHTINGS ARE FROM A 1973
CHECKLIST OF PLANTS OF NEVADA COUNTY BY TRUE; NEEDS FIELDWORK.
PLSS:

T16N, R08E, Sec. 02 (M)

Accuracy:

1 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-10 N4348879 E668562

Latitude/Longitude:

39.27288 / -121.04591

Elevation (feet):

2,900

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Nevada City (3912131)

Sources:
TRU73U0001

TRUE, G. - THE FERNS AND SEEDPLANTS OF NEVADA COUNTY 1973-04-XX
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

20297

EO Index:

12076

Key Quad:

Leech Lake Mtn. (3912381)

Element Code:

PDONA060M0

Occurrence Number:

1

Occurrence Last Updated:

2012-12-14

Scientific Name:

Epilobium nivium

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Snow Mountain willowherb

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

1B.2

State:

None

Other Lists:

USFS_S-Sensitive

Global:

G2G3

State:

S2S3

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

UPPER MONTANE CONIFEROUS FOREST, CHAPARRAL.

CREVICES OF VOLCANIC AND METAVOLCANIC ROCK OUTCROPS
AND ASSOCIATED TALUS. 1400-2200 M.

Last Date Observed:

1975-09-06

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1975-09-06

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

USFS-MENDOCINO NF

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
SPUR RUNNING SE FROM THE SUMMIT OF CASTLE PEAK, WESTERN EDGE OF YOLLA BOLLY-MIDDLE EEL WILDERNESS.
Detailed Location:
PLANTS FOUND AT TWO LOCATIONS. FIRST LOCATION WAS ON SPUR RUNNING SOUTH FROM PEAK AT 5900 FT ELEVATION. SECOND
LOCATION WAS ON SCREE AT EAST AND SOUTH SIDE OF MAIN PEAK, ABOUT 75 FT HIGHER AND 500 FT CLOSER TO PEAK THAN THE FIRST
LOCATION.
Ecological:
ASSOC WITH ZAUSCHNERIA LATIFOLIA, HOLODISCUS BOURSIERI, AND ARENARIA NUTTALLII VAR. GREGARIA IN CREVICES OF S & E-FACING
ROCKY CLIFFS AND OUTCROPS. OPEN AREAS IN ZONE OF STUNTED QUERCUS CHRYSOLEPIS, ARCTOSTAPHYLOS PATULA & GARRYA
FREMONTII.
Threats:
General:
PLANTS WERE FAIRLY COMMON AT THIS SITE IN 1975.
PLSS:

T24N, R11W, Sec. 08, NW (M)

Accuracy:

1/10 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-10 N4422261 E489577

Latitude/Longitude:

39.95041 / -123.12200

Elevation (feet):

5,950

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Mendocino

Leech Lake Mtn. (3912381)

Sources:
HEC75S0003

HECKARD, L. - HECKARD #4130 JEPS #74985 1975-09-06

HEC75S0004

HECKARD, L. - HECKARD #4128 JEPS #74983 & 74984 1975-09-06

HEC78U0003

HECKARD, L. - NOTES REGARDING LOCATIONS OF COLLECTIONS OF EPILOBIUM NIVIUM 1978-03-XX

JEP97S0003

JEPSON, W. - JEPSON #14469 JEPS #23196 1897-07-24
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

41294

EO Index:

41294

Key Quad:

Grass Valley (3912121)

Element Code:

PDSTE03030

Occurrence Number:

14

Occurrence Last Updated:

2010-07-28

Scientific Name:

Fremontodendron decumbens

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Pine Hill flannelbush

Federal:

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank:

1B.2

State:

Rare

Other Lists:

Global:

G1

SB_RSABG-Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
SB_UCBBG-UC Berkeley Botanical Garden

State:

S1

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

CHAPARRAL, CISMONTANE WOODLAND.

ROCKY RIDGES; GABBRO OR SERPENTINE ENDEMIC; OFTEN AMONG
ROCKS AND BOULDERS. 425-770 M.

Last Date Observed:

2009-06-03

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

2009-06-03

Occurrence Rank:

Fair

Owner/Manager:

PVT

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
NORTH OF BENNETT ROAD, ABOUT 0.4 MILE EAST OF THE ELM RIDGE CEMETERY, GRASS VALLEY.
Detailed Location:
TWO COLONIES MAPPED WITHIN THE NW 1/4 SE 1/4 SECTION 26 ACCORDING TO A 1999 CALLAHAN MAP.
Ecological:
GROWING IN CHAPARRAL WITH CEANOTHUS CUNEATUS, ARCTOSTAPHYLOS VISCIDA, PINUS PONDEROSA, P. SABINIANA, QUERCUS DURATA,
Q. GARRYANA VAR. BREWERI, PICKERINGIA MONTANA, WYETHIA BOLANDERI, RHAMNUS, CUPRESSUS MACNABIANA, AND TOXICODENDRON.
Threats:
PLANTS ARE LOCATED WITHIN FLAGGING FOR A TIMBER HARVEST ZONE. NEARBY DEVELOPMENT & PROPOSED MINE RE-OPENING ARE
THREATS.
General:
SW COLONY: 3 PLANTS IN 1999 & 2008. NE COLONY: 7 IN 1999, ~100 IN 2009. IDENTITY OF THESE PLANTS HAS BEEN QUESTIONED; MAY BE F.
CALIFORNICUM BASED ON HAIRS. PROBABLY A DISTINCT POP OF F. DECUMBENS OR F. DECUMBENS X F. CALIFORNICUM HYBRID.
PLSS:

T16N, R08E, Sec. 26, SE (M)

Accuracy:

specific area

Area (acres):

3

UTM:

Zone-10 N4342776 E668688

Latitude/Longitude:

39.21789 / -121.04598

Elevation (feet):

2,520

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

Nevada

Grass Valley (3912121)

Sources:
CAL08F0009

CALLAHAN, K. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR PERIDERIDIA BACIGALUPII & FREMONTODENDRON DECUMBENS 2008-07-13

CAL99F0001

CALLAHAN, K. - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR FREMONTODENDRON DECUMBENS 1999-03-18

HOR93U0002

HORENSTEIN, J. ET AL. - CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THE IDENTITY OF THE FREMONTODENDRON AT THE NEVADA
COUNTY DUMP. INCLUDES NOTE FROM HORENSTEIN TO CNPS, R.M. LLOYD TO M. BRAGA, AND W. KELMAN TO M. BRAGA 1993
-10-08

HUG09F0006

HUGHES, C. (SYCAMORE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS, INC.) - FIELD SURVEY FORM FOR FREMONTODENDRON
DECUMBENS 2009-06-03
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Occurrence Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Natural Diversity Database
Map Index Number:

04413

EO Index:

79239

Key Quad:

Lucerne Valley (3411648)

Element Code:

PMPOA6P010

Occurrence Number:

7

Occurrence Last Updated:

2010-03-09

Scientific Name:

Elymus salina

Listing Status:

CNDDB Element Ranks:

Common Name:

Salina Pass wild-rye

Federal:

None

Rare Plant Rank:

2B.3

State:

None

Other Lists:

SB_USDA-US Dept of Agriculture

Global:

G4G5

State:

S2S3

General Habitat:

Micro Habitat:

PINYON AND JUNIPER WOODLAND.

ROCKY SITES. 880-2865 M.

Last Date Observed:

1978-07-06

Occurrence Type:

Natural/Native occurrence

Last Survey Date:

1978-07-06

Occurrence Rank:

Unknown

Owner/Manager:

UNKNOWN

Trend:

Unknown

Presence:

Presumed Extant

Location:
RABBIT SPRINGS, 1 MILE NW OF LUCERNE VALLEY TOWN CENTER, LUCERNE VALLEY.
Detailed Location:
SOURCE INDICATES T4N R1W SECTIONS 2, 3, 10, 11 SHARING A COMMON CORNER.
Ecological:
Threats:
General:
SITE BASED ON 2 COLLECTIONS FROM VASEK IN 1978. UNKNOWN NUMBER OF PLANTS SEEN. NEEDS FIELDWORK.
PLSS:

T04N, R01W, Sec. 10 (S)

Accuracy:

1/5 mile

Area (acres):

0

UTM:

Zone-11 N3812853 E503339

Latitude/Longitude:

34.45721 / -116.96364

Elevation (feet):

2,900

County Summary:

Quad Summary:

San Bernardino

Lucerne Valley (3411648)

Sources:
VAS78S0004

VASEK, F. - VASEK SN UCSB #37675 1978-06-07

VAS78S0005

VASEK, F. - VASEK SN UCR #16567 1978-07-06
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Appendix H

USFWS Species List for Project Area

3/26/2019

IPaC

IPaC: Explore Location

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

IPaC resource list
This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat (collectively referred to as
trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near
the project area referenced below. The list may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that
could potentially be directly or indirectly a ected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood and
extent of e ects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional site-speci c (e.g.,
vegetation/species surveys) and project-speci c (e.g., magnitude and timing of proposed activities) information.
Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS o ce(s) with jurisdiction
in the de ned project area. Please read the introduction to each section that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds,
USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Location
Nevada County, California

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Local o ce
Sacramento Fish And Wildlife O ce
 (916) 414-6600
 (916) 414-6713
Federal Building
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of project level impacts.
The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species. Additional areas of
in uence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of the species range if the species could be
indirectly a ected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a dam upstream of a sh population, even if that sh does not occur
at the dam site, may indirectly impact the species by reducing or eliminating water ow downstream). Because species can
move, and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near the project area. To
fully determine any potential e ects to species, additional site-speci c and project-speci c information is often required.
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary information whether any
species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of such proposed action" for any project that is
conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any Federal agency. A letter from the local o ce and a species list which ful lls
this requirement can only be obtained by requesting an o cial species list from either the Regulatory Review section in IPaC
(see directions below) or from the local eld o ce directly.
For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website and request an o cial
species list by doing the following:
1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.
2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.
3. Log in (if directed to do so).
4. Provide a name and description for your project.
5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.
Listed species1 and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and the sheries division of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries2).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on this list. Please contact NOAA
Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources

3/13

3/26/2019

IPaC: Explore Location

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows species that are
candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more information.
2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an o ce of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce.

The following species are potentially a ected by activities in this location:

Amphibians
NAME

STATUS

California Red-legged Frog Rana draytonii

Threatened

There is nal critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2891

Fishes
NAME

STATUS

Delta Smelt Hypomesus transpaci cus

Threatened

There is nal critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/321

Critical habitats
Potential e ects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered species themselves.
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS AT THIS LOCATION.

Migratory birds
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act1 and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act2.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to migratory birds, eagles, and their
habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described
below.
1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
Additional information can be found using the following links:
Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/
birds-of-conservation-concern.php
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-toolsand-guidance/
conservation-measures.php
Nationwide conservation measures for birds
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list
and how this list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may nd in this location, nor a guarantee
that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact locations of where birders and the general public
have sighted birds in and around your project area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date
range and a species on your list). For projects that occur o the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing the
relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to additional information about Atlantic
Coast birds, and other important information about your migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your
migratory bird report, can be found below.
For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures to reduce impacts to
migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds
are most likely to be present and breeding in your project area.
NAME

BREEDING SEASON (IF A BREEDING
SEASON IS INDICATED FOR A BIRD ON
YOUR LIST, THE BIRD MAY BREED IN YOUR
PROJECT AREA SOMETIME WITHIN THE

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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TIMEFRAME SPECIFIED, WHICH IS A VERY
LIBERAL ESTIMATE OF THE DATES INSIDE
WHICH THE BIRD BREEDS ACROSS ITS
ENTIRE RANGE. "BREEDS ELSEWHERE"
INDICATES THAT THE BIRD DOES NOT

LIKELY BREED IN YOUR PROJECT AREA.)

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Breeds Jan 1 to Aug 31

This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in o shore areas from certain
types of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626

California Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis occidentalis

Breeds Mar 10 to Jun 15

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7266

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi

Breeds May 20 to Aug 31

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914

Rufous Hummingbird selasphorus rufus

Breeds elsewhere

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8002

Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus

Breeds May 1 to Jul 31

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8832

Probability of Presence Summary
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be present in your project
area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please
make sure you read and understand the FAQ “Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report” before using or
attempting to interpret this report.
Probability of Presence ( )
Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project overlaps during a
particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species
presence. The survey e ort (see below) can be used to establish a level of con dence in the presence score. One can have
higher con dence in the presence score if the corresponding survey e ort is also high.
How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:
1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the week where the species was
detected divided by the total number of survey events for that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey
events and the Spotted Towhee was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.
2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of presence is calculated. This is the
probability of presence divided by the maximum probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the
probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is
the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is
0.05/0.25 = 0.2.
3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical conversion so that all possible
values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the probability of presence score.
To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.
Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its entire range. If there are
no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project area.
Survey E ort ( )
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys performed for that species
in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64
surveys.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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To see a bar's survey e ort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.
No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.
Survey Timeframe
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant information. The exception to
this is areas o the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on all years of available data, since data in these areas is
currently much more sparse.
probability of presence
SPECIES

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

breeding season
SEP

OCT

survey e ort
NOV

no data
DEC

Bald Eagle
Non-BCC Vulnerable (This
is not a Bird of
Conservation Concern
(BCC) in this area, but
warrants attention because
of the Eagle Act or for
potential susceptibilities in
o shore areas from certain
types of development or
activities.)

California Spotted Owl
BCC Rangewide (CON) (This
is a Bird of Conservation
Concern (BCC) throughout
its range in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Olive-sided Flycatcher
BCC Rangewide (CON) (This
is a Bird of Conservation
Concern (BCC) throughout
its range in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

Rufous Hummingbird
BCC Rangewide (CON) (This
is a Bird of Conservation
Concern (BCC) throughout
its range in the continental
USA and Alaska.)

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Williamson's Sapsucker
BCC - BCR (This is a Bird of
Conservation Concern
(BCC) only in particular Bird
Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental
USA)

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds.
Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all birds at any location year round.
Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be
breeding in the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure.
To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional
measures and/or permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or bird species
present on your project site.
What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci ed location?
The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other species that may warrant special
attention in your project location.
The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based
on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is queried and ltered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identi ed as warranting special attention because they are a
BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to o shore activities or
development.
Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It is not representative of all birds
that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the E-bird Explore Data Tool.
What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci ed location?
The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN).
This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets .
Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes available. To learn more about how the
probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my project area?
To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating or year-round), you may refer to
the following resources: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or (if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of interest
there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds guide. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with
it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe speci ed. If "Breeds elsewhere" is
indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.
What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:
1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range anywhere within the USA
(including Hawaii, the Paci c Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);
2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and
3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements
(for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in o shore areas from certain types of development or activities (e.g. o shore
energy development or longline shing).
Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, e orts should be made, in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to
the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.
Details about birds that are potentially a ected by o shore projects
For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of bird species within your
project area o the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also o ers data and information about other taxa
besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird model results les underlying the portal
maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the
Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.
Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the year, including migration. Models relying
on survey data may not include this information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the
nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.
What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating the Eagle Act should such impacts
occur.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report
The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of priority concern. To learn more about how
your list is generated, and see options for identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ “What does IPaC use to
generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci ed location”. Please be aware this report provides the “probability of presence”
of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey e ort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the “no data” indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high
survey e ort is the key component. If the survey e ort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey e ort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of certainty about presence of the species. This list is
not perfect; it is simply a starting point for identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might be
there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what to look for to con rm presence, and
helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be con rmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ “Tell me about conservation measures I can
implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds” at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

Facilities
National Wildlife Refuge lands
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 'Compatibility
Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any questions or concerns.
THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Fish hatcheries
THERE ARE NO FISH HATCHERIES AT THIS LOCATION.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act,
or other State/Federal statutes.
For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District.
Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to update our NWI data set. We
recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine the actual extent of wetlands on site.
This location overlaps the following wetlands:
RIVERINE

R5UBF
R4SBC
A full description for each wetland code can be found at the National Wetlands Inventory website
Data limitations
The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level information on the location, type and
size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high altitude imagery. Wetlands are identi ed based on vegetation, visible
hydrology and geography. A margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may
result in revision of the wetland boundaries or classi cation established through image analysis.
The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts, the amount and quality of
the collateral data and the amount of ground truth veri cation work conducted. Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the
source imagery used and any mapping problems.
Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or eld work. There may be occasional di erences in
polygon boundaries or classi cations between the information depicted on the map and the actual conditions on site.
Data exclusions
Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial imagery as the primary data
source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal
zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuber cid worm reefs) have also been excluded
from the inventory. These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/location/LO7PCCTFANA3RMVPP32YTN2JSQ/resources
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Data precautions
Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may de ne and describe wetlands in a di erent manner than that
used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this inventory, to de ne the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of
any Federal, state, or local government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons
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ABSTRACT
This report details the results of a cultural resources inventory survey of approximately 15.11acre of land located immediately adjacent to the south side of Railroad Avenue, immediately
adjacent to the east side of State Route 20/49, in Nevada City, Nevada County, California.
The proposed project will involve construction of a new 20-room motel building and 20 new
rental cabins. Portions of existing parking lots would be reconfigured and parking would be
added for the new facilities.
Existing records at the NCIC document that none of the present APE had been subjected to
previous archaeological investigation, and that no prehistoric or historic-era sites had been
documented within the APE. As well, the present effort included an intensive-level pedestrian
survey. The pedestrian survey failed to identify any prehistoric or historic-era sites within the
APE.
Consultation was undertaken with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) re.
sacred land listings for the property. An information request letter was delivered to the NAHC
on August 28, 2019. The NAHC responded with a letter dated September 20, 2019, 2019,
indicating that a search of their Sacred Lands files returned negative results.
Based on the absence of significant historical resources/unique archaeological resources within
the APE, archaeological clearance is recommended for the project/undertaking as presently
proposed.
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INTRODUCTION
Project Background
This report details the results of a cultural resources inventory survey of approximately
15.11-acre of land located immediately adjacent to the south side of Railroad Avenue,
immediately adjacent to the east side of State Route 20/49, in Nevada City, Nevada County,
California.
The proposed project will involve construction of a new 20-room motel building and 20 new
rental cabins. Portions of existing parking lots would be reconfigured and parking would be
added for the new facilities.
Since the project will involve physical disturbance to ground surface and sub-surface
components in conjunction with commercial development, it has the potential to impact
cultural resources that may be located within the APE. In this case, the APE consists of the
circa 15.11-acre property. Evaluation of the project’s potential to impact cultural resources
must be undertaken in conformity with Nevada County rules and regulations, and in
compliance with requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, Public
Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq. (CEQA), and The California CEQA Environmental
Quality Act Guidelines, California Administrative Code, Section 15000 et seq. (Guidelines
as amended).

Scope of Work
Compliance with CEQA (and County rules and regulations) requires completion of projects
in conformity with the amended (October 1998) Guidelines, including in particular Section
15064.5. Based on these rules, regulations and Guidelines, the following specific tasks were
considered an adequate and appropriate Scope of Work for the present archaeological
survey:
•

Conduct a records search at the North Central Information Center of the California
Historical Resources Information System and consult with the Native American Heritage
Commission. The goals of the records search and consultation are to determine (a) the
extent and distribution of previous archaeological surveys, (b) the locations of known
archaeological sites and any previously recorded archaeological districts, and (c) the
relationships between known sites and environmental variables. This step is designed to
ensure that, during subsequent field survey work, all significant/eligible cultural
resources are discovered, correctly identified, fully documented, and properly
interpreted.

•

Conduct a pedestrian survey of the APE in order to record and evaluate any previously
unidentified cultural resources. Based on map review, a complete coverage, intensive
survey was considered appropriate, given the presence of moderate archaeological
sensitivity within the property. The purpose of the pedestrian survey is to ensure that any
previously identified sites are re-located and evaluated in relation to the present
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project/undertaking. For any previously undocumented sites discovered, the field survey
would include formally recording these resources on State of California DPR-523 Forms.
•

Upon completion of the records search and pedestrian survey, prepare a Final Report that
identifies project effects and recommends appropriate mitigation measures for sites that
might be affected by the undertaking and that are considered significant or potentially
significant per CEQA, and/or eligible or potentially eligible for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The remainder of the present document constitutes the Final Report for this project, detailing
the results of the records search, consultation and pedestrian survey and providing
recommendations for treatment of significant/eligible archaeological and historic sites. All
field survey work followed guidelines provided by the Office of Historic Preservation
(Sacramento) and conforms to accepted professional standards.

2.

Location, Environmental and Cultural Context
Location
The present APE incorporates approximately 15.11-acres, and is located immediately
adjacent to the south side of Railroad Avenue, immediately adjacent to the east side of State
Route 20/49, in Nevada City, Nevada County, California. Lands affected are located within
a portion of Portion of Section 18 of Township 16 North, Range 9 East, and a Portion of
Section 13 of Township 16 North, Range 8 East, as shown on the USGS Nevada City,
California, 7.5' Series Quadrangle (see attached APE Map).

Environment
Nevada County is part of the Sierra Nevada Range, a geologic block approximately 400
miles long and 80 miles wide which extends in a north-south band along the eastern portion
of California. Two features of the Sierra Nevada distinctly characterize the terrain of
Nevada County. The western third of the county is comprised of rolling foothills which
form a transition between the low-lying Sacramento Valley and the mountains to the east.
The area extending from the Yuba County line to just northeast of the Grass Valley/Nevada
City area is generally comprised of metavolcanic and granitic formations.
Biologically, the study area is located in a transition zone between the lower foothill
elevations and the higher Sierra Nevada mountains. This transition zone is considered the
Yellow Pine Belt (Storer and Usinger 1963). Because it is a transition zone, or ecotone, a
variety of flora and fauna species occur in the area that typically occur at zones of either
higher or lower elevations. As a transition area, the Yellow Pine Belt in the Nevada City
area is comprised of a number of specific habitat types (Holland 1986). The numerous
habitats give rise to a wide variety of flora and fauna.
Various species of waterfowl routinely migrate through the Nevada City area, including
Canada geese, mallard, cinnamon teal, American wigeon, common goldeneye, bufflehead,
and common merganser. As well, raptor species include red-tailed hawk, sharp-shinned
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hawk and American kestrel. Upland bird species such as California quail are also commonly
observed in the area.
Terrestrial species include deer mouse, western harvest mouse, California meadow vole,
Botta's pocket gopher, beaver, coyote, bobcat, and gray fox.
Prehistoric use and occupation focused on major surface water sources and other natural
resource areas, with particular emphasis given to stream confluences and to ecotones created
at the interface of foothill/valley lands, elements of which are located within and/or near the
present study area.
Generally, environmental conditions within the region have remained stable throughout the
past 8-10,000 years, although minor fluctuations in overall precipitation and temperature
regime have been documented, and these may have influenced prehistoric patterns of land
use and settlement.
All of the APE is situated within moderately sloping lands along the ridge that forms the
northeastern boundary of Gold Run Creek. Virtually all of the APE has been affected by
past logging, residential and commercial activities over the past 150 years, with recent
commercial impacts occurring within the last three decades.

Prehistory
Initial human entry into California occurred at the beginning of the paleo-Indian Period –
between about 10,000 and 6,000 B.C. (Fredrickson 1974). Within portions of the Central
Valley, fluted projectile points have been found at Tracy Lake (Heizer 1938) and around the
margins of Buena Vista Lake in Kern County. Similar materials have been found to the
north, at Samwel Cave near Shasta Lake and near McCloud and Big Springs in Siskiyou
County. These early peoples are thought to have subsisted using a combination of hunting
and lacustrine exploitation (Moratto 2004).
These early cultural assemblages were followed by an increase in Native population density
after about 7,500 years ago. Archaeologically defined as the Lower Archaic Period (6,000 to
3,000 BC), the transition to a less specialized foraging strategy clearly coincides with a
middle Holocene climatic change to generally drier conditions which brought about
desiccation of many of the West’s pluvial lakes. Hunting and gathering populations of this
period were small, mobile groups that focused increasingly on diverse environmental
settings. By the beginning of the Middle Archaic Period (from about 3,000 to 1,000 BC),
the broad regional patterns of foraging subsistence strategies had given way to more
intensive procurement strategies, manifest in part by the establishment of year-round use of
select village sites which in turn were located along major waterways. One of the most
securely dated of these Archaic assemblages in northern California is from the Squaw Creek
Site located north of Redding. Here, a charcoal-based C-14 date suggests extensive Native
American presence around 6,500 years ago, or 4,500 BC. Most of the artifactual material
dating to this time period has counterparts further south, around Borax (Clear) Lake and the
Farmington Area a short distance east of Sacramento. Important artifact types from this time
period include large wide-stemmed projectile points and manos and metates.
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Toward the end of this period, between about 1,000 BC and AD 100, sociopolitical
complexity and the development of status distinctions appear, partially defining the Upper
Archaic Period. Archaeological expressions within the northern and north-central Sierra
Nevada during this period are defined as the Martis Complex, which maintained a huntergathering subsistence strategy and a high degree of mobility. Distinctive artifact types
include manos and metates used for processing food, and relatively large, heavy projectile
points and bifaces manufactured from locally available basalt.
Defining the Emergent Period, from AD 300-500 through AD 1,800, within both northern
and north-central Sierra Nevada and Central Valley contexts, Penutian-speaking Native
American peoples are thought to have arrived, including those (i.e., Nisenan) who occupied
lands within and around the project area at the time of initial contact with EuropeanAmerican populations. Arriving ultimately from southern Oregon and the Columbia and
Modoc Plateau region and proceeding down the major drainage systems (including the
Feather, Yuba, Bear and American Rivers), these Penutian-speaking arrivals may have begun
to displace the Martis populations, especially along the major river systems (Moratto
2004:303-304). Presumably introduced by these Penutian arrivals were more extensive use
of bulbs and other plant foods, animal and fishing products more intensively processed with
mortars and pestles, and perhaps the bow and arrow and associated small stemmed- and
corner-notched projectile points (Ragir 1972).

Ethnography
The project area is located within territory occupied by the Nisenan at the time of initial
contact with European Americans (Wilson and Towne 1978: Figure 1). The Nisenan are
Native American peoples also referred to as “Southern Maidu” who occupied the drainages
of the southern Feather River and Honcut Creek in the north, through Bear River and the
Yuba and American River drainages in the south. Villages were frequently located on flats
adjoining streams, and were inhabited mainly in the winter as it was usually necessary to go
out into the hills and higher elevation zones to establish temporary camps during food
gathering seasons (i.e., spring, summer and fall).
As with all northern California Indian groups, economic life for the Nisenan revolved around
hunting, fishing and the collecting of plant foods. These people were very sophisticated in
terms of their knowledge of the uses of local animals and plants, and of the availability of
raw material sources that could be used in manufacturing an immense array of primary and
secondary tools and implements. Unfortunately, only fragmentary evidence of the material
culture of these people remains, due in part to perishability and in part to the impacts to
archaeological sites resulting from later (historic) land uses (mining, timber harvest, and
ranching).
Based on the results of previous survey work within the general and immediate area, the
potential range of prehistoric site types included the following:
•

Surface scatters of lithic artifacts and debitage associated with midden accumulations
(sometimes including other surface features such as housepit depressions, mortar holes,
petroglyphs), resulting from protracted occupation along stream channels, particularly
where streams merge with one another.
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Surface scatters of lithic artifacts and debitage without midden accumulations, resulting
from short-term occupation and/or specialized economic activities.
Bedrock milling stations, including especially mortar holes, where suitable bedrock
outcrops are exposed.
Petroglyphs.
Isolated finds of aboriginal artifacts and flakes.

As noted above, it was not expected that all of these site types would be encountered within
the APE, but rather that these would be the most likely types to be encountered if any sites or
features were identified at all.

Historic Context
Historic evidence exists to document that some of the Spanish and Mexican expeditions of
the early 19th century may have come through and made brief stays within northern
California. Gabriel Moraga’s expedition was undertaken in 1806, with additional incursions
occurring through the 1840’s. European Americans began arriving in more substantial
numbers in the mid-1820’s, most notably with the trapping expeditions of Jedediah Smith.
The earliest documentation of Euro-American presence in the Nevada City area was in 1846,
when Claude Chana and a group of French immigrants passed through the region via
Truckee Pass. However, the European American incursion with the greatest impact on
Native American population and culture and the environmental structure of this area
occurred immediately following the discovery of gold at Coloma in 1848, which initiated the
Gold Rush of 1849.
In 1848, Jonas Spect discovered gold along the Yuba River downstream of the confluence
between Deer Creek and the Yuba River (Wells 1880). This discovery spurred mining along
the length of Deer Creek, moving upstream from the Yuba River.
During the summer of 1849, John Marshall panned a small amount of gold on Deer Creek in
present-day Nevada City. In October of the same year, David Stump and two other
prospectors from Oregon mined Wolf Creek near the sites of the Eureka and Idaho mines
(Clark 1970).
In early 1849, the first settlement in Nevada County was established east of Smartville near
Pleasant Valley to provide supplies for miners. In August 1849, a Dr. Saunders built a cabin
on Badger Hill at the eastern edge of present-day Grass Valley, and shortly thereafter settlers
began moving into the resource-rich region. A sawmill was established later that year, a post
office, called Centerville, was established on July 10, 1851. On August 20, 1852, the name
was replaced by the title Grass Valley.
A mill was constructed immediately north of present-day Nevada City in 1850, and five
years later, as the most productive gold mining town in California, the City of Nevada was
incorporated, and ultimately received the official name change of Nevada City in 1864.
Initial mining of the region was conducted almost entirely via surface placer techniques.
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Drift mining began in the 1850’s and continued until about 1900. George McKnight
discovered gold-bearing quartz at Gold Hill (several miles south of the present study area) in
1850, and shortly thereafter others made similar discoveries at Ophir, Rich and
Massachusetts Hills. The Gold Hill and Allison Ranch were the leading lode mines during
the 1850s.
The Gold Hill Mine operated between 1850 and 1857, and had a total production of $4
million. Many other gold veins were discovered in the vicinity, the more prominent being at
Massachusetts Hill, and the Eureka on Wolf Creek in 1861, while the Allison Ranch, North
Star, Empire and the Idaho were discovered by 1863. Of these latter, the most productive
have been the consolidated North Star and Empire mines. These mines operated for more
than a century, yielding over $80 million. The longest vein extends for nearly two miles and
the longest shaft extended nearly 7,000 feet, with 4,000 feet of vertical depth.
Within the subject property lies the Mohawk mine, initially claimed in 1857 and situated on
the Mohawk vein which trends north-south a short distance east of the APE (Bean 1867).
Initial mine depth and recovery volumes are unknown, but the mine was sold in 1863, and an
additional shaft was extended to a depth of 118 feet. Approximately 500 tons of material
was removed and processed at this time, with a reported return of $34/ton (ibid.).
Two sulphuret reduction plants were formerly located southwest of the present APE
(Lindgren 1896). These plants were instrumental in the process to extract gold from sulphur
bearing ore.
Mining activities slowed down during the Comstock rush between 1859-65, but regained
momentum during the late 1860’s. A more serious decline in gold production occurred in
the 1870s, and by 1880 the Empire and Idaho mines were the only active mines in the
region. In 1884, the North Star was reopened, and the North Star, Empire, Idaho-Maryland,
Pennsylvania and W.Y.O.D. became highly productive. In 1887-1888, the New Brunswick
Mine, located approximately .25-miles southwest of the present APE, was operational,
exhibiting a 20-stamp steam-driven mill, and was frequently described in the mining journals
until 1941. From 1900 to 1925, the North Star and Empire were the largest producers, and
by 1928, the North Star had a total output of $33 million.
The riches of mining resulted in a substantial increase in the region’s population.
Consequently, transportation corridors expanded, ultimately resulting in the arrival of the
railroad. On February 11, 1875, construction of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad
(NCNGR) began with the objective of serving local towns, mines and the lumber industry.
The line from Grass Valley to Colfax was completed in 1876.
On its 22-mile length, the NCNGR carried passengers and freight across truss bridges
spanning Greenhorn Creek and the Bear River. The railroad also traveled through two
tunnels, one at Town Talk and the other between Grass Valley and Colfax. Though
passenger service was discontinued in May 1938, the line did not cease operations until May
1942. The coming of age of the automobile had rendered the lines passenger and freight
services obsolete (Windmiller, 1995). The northern segment of this railroad originally ran
along what is today Railroad Avenue, which is located adjacent to the north side of the
present APE.
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Mining once again intensified during the Great Depression of the 1930’s, but was officially
suspended by the federal government during World War II, leading to the failure of many of
Nevada County's mines. After the war, the Empire, Pennsylvania, North Star and IdahoMaryland mines re-opened, but operations gradually decreased, with the Idaho-Maryland
closing in 1956 and the Empire-Star in 1957, ending 106 years of mining operations in the
Grass Valley District.
Logging and ranching represent additional historic themes for this area within the southern
portion of Grass Valley. As with the earlier mining emphasis, activities associated with
logging and ranching have also adversely affected the local cultural resource base, although
typically with somewhat less severe impacts than actions associated with the early days of
gold mining. In order to service the growing agricultural needs of the region, numerous
water delivery canals were either converted, or developed throughout the first half of the 20th
century.
Historic overviews for this portion of Nevada County suggested the potential presence of a
range of historic site types, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Historic narrow-gauge railroad.
Two-track trails/wagon roads, most of which are now paved roadways or no longer exist.
Water distribution systems, including small and large ditch, canal and channel systems,
and levees dating to historic time periods.
Occupation sites and homesteads with associated features such as refuse disposal areas,
privy pits, barns, sheds, etc.
Historic cemeteries.
Mining-related features, such as general landscape modifications including sluiced areas
and tailings/waste rock piles, adits, shafts and in rare instances associated headworks.

As with prehistoric sites, not all of these were expected to be present within the present study
area, although these represent the range of types considered most likely to be found based on
background information available.

3.

RECORDS SEARCH and SOURCES CONSULTED
Several types of information were considered relevant to evaluating the types of
archaeological sites and site distribution that might be encountered within the project area.
The information evaluated prior to conducting the pedestrian survey includes data
maintained by the North Central Information Center, and available published and
unpublished documents relevant to regional prehistory, ethnography, and early historic
developments.

North Central Information Center Records
The official Nevada County archaeological records were examined on August 30, 2019
(NCIC File No. NEV-19-159). This search documented the following existing conditions for
the 15.11-acre APE, and for a 0.25-mile radius surrounding the APE.
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According to the Information Center, one investigation (NEIC # 4909) has been
documented as extending into a portion of the present APE. Examination of the
Information Center’s investigation map revealed that this investigation is actually located
immediately adjacent to the present APE. One investigation (NEIC # 12113) has been
documented within the 0.25-mile search radius. Both investigations are listed below.
NCIC #
004909
004909B
012113

•
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Date
1985
1982
2013

Author(s)
Decker
Yatsko
Peak and Gerry

According to the Information Center’s records, one resources (P-29-839) has been
documented within the APE. However, examination of this resource location confirms
that it is actually located immediately north of the present APE, along present-day
Railroad Avenue. Two (2) resources (P-29-477 and P-29-4369) have been documented
within the 0.25-mile search radius. None of these resources extend into the present APE.
The three (3) resources are listed below.
Primary #
P-29-000839
P-29-000477
P-29-004369

Description
Historic, Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad (NCNGR)
Historic, Nevada City Chinese Cemetery
Historic, Nevada County Mine and 10 Stamp Company

Other Sources Consulted
In addition to examining the archaeological site and survey records of Nevada County
maintained at the North Central Information Center, the following sources were also
included in the search conducted at the Information Center, or were evaluated separately:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Register of Historic Places (1986, Supplements).
The California Register of Historical Resources.
The California Inventory of Historic Resources (State of California 1976).
The California Historical Landmarks (State of California 1996).
The California Points of Historical Interest (May 1992 and updates).
The Historic Property Data File (OHP 2012).
Determination of Effects (OHP 2012).
1867 GLO Plat, T16N, R8E.
1867 GLO Plat, T16N, R9E.
Western Portion Nevada County, California Map (1940).
Nevada City, CA USGS 7.5’ quadrangle (1948, 1950).
Grass Valley, CA USGS 7.5’ quadrangle (1949, 1950).
NETR Topographic Maps (1950, 1953, 1957, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1978, 1995, 2003,
2012 and 2015), and aerial photos (1946, 1947, 1969, 1998, 2005, 2009, 2010, 2012 and
2016).
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Existing published and unpublished documents relevant to prehistory, ethnography, and
early historic developments in the vicinity. These sources, reviewed below, provided a
general environmental and cultural context by means of which to assess likely site types
and distribution patterns for the project area.

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY and CULTURAL
INVENTORY
Survey Strategy and Field Work
All of the APE was subjected to intensive pedestrian survey by means of walking parallel
transects, spaced at 15-meter intervals.
In searching for cultural resources, the surveyor considered the results of background
research and was alert for any unusual contours, soil changes, distinctive vegetation patterns,
exotic materials, artifacts, feature or feature remnants and other possible markers of cultural
sites.
Fieldwork was undertaken on August 2, 2019 by Principal Investigator, Sean Michael
Jensen, and archaeological field technician, Sutter Michael Jensen. Mr. Jensen is a
professional archaeologist, with more than 33 years of experience in archaeology, history
and architectural history, who meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Professional
Qualification, as demonstrated in his listing on the California Historical Resources
Information System list of qualified archaeologists, architectural historians and historians.
No special problems were encountered and all survey objectives were satisfactorily achieved.

General Field Observations
Disturbance to the ground surface is generally substantial throughout the APE. Examination
of the NETR Aerial (1946, 1947, 1969, 1998, 2005, 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2016) and
topographic maps (1950, 1953, 1957, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1978, 1995, 2003, 2012 and
2015) for the APE provides a clear history of the property over the past seven decades. Both
the USGS quadrangles and the aerial photos depict contemporary improvements that
occurred within the property after 1969, and by 1998.
The entire APE has been subjected to contemporary ground disturbance associated with
construction of a hotel, cabins, restaurant and other recreational features and facilities.
Replica railroad alignments and mining features and attributes were constructed within the
property as part of the contemporary development, and included placing scavenged railroad
tracks and ties within the property.

Prehistoric Resources
No evidence of prehistoric use or occupation was observed within the APE. The absence of
such materials might best be explained by more suitable habitation settings at nearby locales,
and to the degree of intensive disturbance to which the majority of the property has been
subjected.
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Historic-era Resources
No evidence of historic use or occupation was observed within the APE. As with the
explanation for the absence of prehistoric sites within the subject property, the absence of
historic-era sites may best be explained by the intensive disturbance throughout the property.

5.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Sites identified within the project area were to be evaluated for significance in relation to
CEQA significance criteria. Historical resources per CEQA are defined as buildings, sites,
structures, objects, or districts, each of which may have historical, architectural,
archaeological, cultural, or scientific significance. CEQA requires that, if a project results in
an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource, alternative plans or mitigation measures must be considered; however, only
significant historical resources need to be addressed. Therefore, before developing
mitigation measures, the significance of cultural resources must be determined in relation to
criteria presented in PRC 15064.5, which defines a historically significant resource (one
eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, per PRC SS5024.1) as
an archaeological site which possess one or more of the following attributes or qualities:
1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage
2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values
4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history
In addition, CEQA further distinguishes between archaeological sites that meet the definition
of a significant historical resource as described above (for the purpose of determining
effects), and “unique archaeological resources.” An archaeological resource is considered
“unique” (Section 21083.2(g)) when the resource not merely adds to the current body of
knowledge, but when there is a high probability that the resource also:
•
•
•

Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and there
is a demonstrable public interest in that information.
Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best
available example of its type.
Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic
event or person.
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PROJECT EFFECTS
A project may have a significant impact or adverse effect on cultural resources/historic
properties if the project will or could result in the physical demolition, destruction,
relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that the
significance or values of the historic resource would be materially impaired. Actions that
would materially impair a cultural resource or historic property are actions that would alter
or diminish those attributes of a site that qualify the site for inclusion in the California
Register of Historical Resources.
Based on the specific findings detailed above under Cultural Resources Survey and
Cultural Inventory, no significant historical resources, or unique archaeological resources
are located within the APE.

7.

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION
Consultation was undertaken with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) re.
sacred land listings for the property. An information request letter was delivered to the
NAHC on August 28, 2019. The NAHC responded with a letter dated September 20, 2019,
indicating that a search of their Sacred Lands files returned negative results.

8.

PROJECT SUMMARY
This report details the results of a cultural resources inventory survey of approximately
15.11-acre of land located immediately adjacent to the south side of Railroad Avenue,
immediately adjacent to the east side of State Route 20/49, in Nevada City, Nevada County,
California.
The proposed project will involve construction of a new 20-room motel building and 20 new
rental cabins. Portions of existing parking lots would be reconfigured and parking would be
added for the new facilities.
Existing records at the NCIC document that none of the present APE had been subjected to
previous archaeological investigation, and that no prehistoric or historic-era sites had been
documented within the APE. As well, the present effort included an intensive-level
pedestrian survey. The pedestrian survey failed to identify any prehistoric or historic-era
sites within the APE.
Consultation was undertaken with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) re.
sacred land listings for the property. An information request letter was delivered to the
NAHC on August 28, 2019. The NAHC responded with a letter dated September 20, 2019,
2019, indicating that a search of their Sacred Lands files returned negative results.
Based on the absence of significant historical resources/unique archaeological resources
within the APE, archaeological clearance is recommended for the project/undertaking as
presently proposed, although the following general provisions are considered appropriate:
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1. Consultation in the event of inadvertent discovery of cultural material: The
present evaluation and recommendations are based on the findings of an
inventory-level surface survey only. There is always the possibility that
important unidentified cultural materials could be encountered on or below
the surface during the course of future ground disturbing activities. This
possibility is particularly relevant considering the constraints generally to
archaeological field survey, and particularly where past ground disturbance
activities (e.g., logging and contemporary grading and ground disturbance)
may have obscured historic ground surface visibility. In the event of an
inadvertent discovery of previously unidentified cultural material,
archaeological consultation should be sought immediately.
2. Consultation in the event of inadvertent discovery of human remains: In the event
that human remains are inadvertently encountered during trenching or other grounddisturbing activity or at any time subsequently, State law shall be followed, which
includes, but is not limited to, immediately contacting the County Coroner's office
upon any discovery of human remains.

9.
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CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY SURVEY
Northern Queen Inn Development Project
circa 15.11-acres
Nevada County, California.

ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•
•

APE Map
Records Search from North Central Information Center
Consultation letter to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC)
Response from the NAHC

GENESIS SOCIETY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL - HISTORICAL - CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SERVICES

8/30/2019

NCIC File No.: NEV-19-159

Sean Jensen
Genesis Society
127 Estates Drive
Chico, CA 95928

Re: Northern Queen Inn Development Project
The North Central Information Center received your record search request for the project area referenced
above, located on the Nevada City USGS 7.5’ quad. The following reflects the results of the records
search for the project area and a ¼-mi radius.
As indicated on the data request form, the locations of resources and reports are provided in the following
format: ☒ custom GIS maps ☐ shapefiles
Resources within project area:

P-29-839

Resources outside project area, within radius:

P-29-477 P-29-4369

Reports within project area:

4909

Reports outside project area, within radius:

12113

Resource Database Printout (list):

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Resource Database Printout (details):

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Resource Digital Database Records:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Report Database Printout (list):

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Report Database Printout (details):

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Report Digital Database Records:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Resource Record Copies:

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Report Copies:

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

OHP Historic Properties Directory:

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility: ☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA
CA Inventory of Historic Resources (1976):

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Caltrans Bridge Survey:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Ethnographic Information:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Historical Literature:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Historical Maps:

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Local Inventories:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

GLO and/or Rancho Plat Maps:

☒ enclosed ☐ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Shipwreck Inventory:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Soil Survey Maps:

☐ enclosed ☒ not requested ☐ nothing listed/NA

Please forward a copy of any resulting reports from this project to the office as soon as possible. Due to
the sensitive nature of archaeological site location data, we ask that you do not include resource location
maps and resource location descriptions in your report if the report is for public distribution. If you have
any questions regarding the results presented herein, please contact the office at the phone number listed
above.
The provision of CHRIS Data via this records search response does not in any way constitute public
disclosure of records otherwise exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act or any
other law, including, but not limited to, records related to archeological site information maintained by or
on behalf of, or in the possession of, the State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation, State
Historic Preservation Officer, Office of Historic Preservation, or the State Historical Resources
Commission.
Due to processing delays and other factors, not all of the historical resource reports and resource records
that have been submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation are available via this records search.
Additional information may be available through the federal, state, and local agencies that produced or
paid for historical resource management work in the search area. Additionally, Native American tribes
have historical resource information not in the California Historical Resources Information System
(CHRIS) Inventory, and you should contact the California Native American Heritage Commission for
information on local/regional tribal contacts.
Should you require any additional information for the above referenced project, reference the record
search number listed above when making inquiries. Requests made after initial invoicing will result in
the preparation of a separate invoice.
Sincerely,

Paul Rendes, Assistant Coordinator
North Central Information Center

GENESIS SOCIETY
a Corporation Sole

127 ESTATES DRIVE
CHICO, CALIFORNIA 95928
(530) 680-6170
seanjensen@comcast.net

August 28, 2019

Native American Heritage Commission
1550 Harbor Boulevard,
West Sacramento, California 95691
Subject:

Northern Queen Inn Development Project, circa 15.11-acres, Nevada
County, California.

Dear Commission:
We have been requested to conduct an archaeological survey, for the above-cited project,
and are requesting any information you may have concerning archaeological sites or
traditional use areas for this area. Any information you might supply will be used to
supplement the archaeological and historical study being prepared for this project.
Project Name:
County:
Map:
Location:

Northern Queen Inn Development Project
Nevada
USGS Nevada City, 7.5’
Portion of Section 18 of T16N, R9E, Portion of Section 13 of
T16N, R8E

Thanks in advance for your assistance.

Regards,
Sean Michael Jensen

Sean Michael Jensen, Administrator

Genesis Society
a Corporation Sole

February 17, 2021
Ramesh Pitamber
Heritage Hotel Group
9249 Sierra College Blvd
Roseville, CA 95661
Re:

Northern Queen Inn Bridge Assessments

Mr. Pitamber
We completed bridge assessments for the 2 bridges located at the subject location on February 5, 2021. This
assessment involved a visual inspection and does not include providing a load rating or calculations for bridge
capacity or railing capacity. As a baseline, we utilized the Caltrans Bridge Element Inspection Manual, where ratings
of “good”, ‘fair”, and “poor” typically do not require further action. “Severe” ratings typically warrant further
review and assessment. The following is a summary of each bridge and their components.

Rail Car Bridge
The rail car bridge is comprised of 2 rail cars side by side. The bridge deck is approximately 42’ long and 19.5’ wide.
Approaches
Approach slabs are not present. Expansion/contraction joint material is not present between the bridge deck and
the bridge slab.
On the north end of the southbound lane, the roadway dips at the bridge deck. This leaves the bridge deck exposed
on the end and minor spalling of the concrete deck has occurred. Additionally, the longitudinal pressure treated
?x12 running board has become loosened. (See Fig 3)
Bridge Railing- Timber
The connections are in good condition.
The timber members are in good condition. We did not observe section loss due to rot/decay, or deep
cracks/checks in the members.
The top rail on the SE Section is damaged and should be refastened to the rest of the rail system. (See Fig 1)
Bridge Deck
The bridge deck is comprised of several layers of materials. The running surface is concrete sections separated by
pressure treated 2x lumber. This concrete running surface sits above an assumed 2 layers of 4x12 timbers. The
bottom layer of 4x12 could be visually verified, however the layer between the bottom layer and concrete running
surface could only be verified in sporadic locations.
Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

The concrete on the southbound lane appears to be of older construction in comparison to the concrete on the
northbound lane and is in poor to fair condition due to cracking (0.8-2mm wide cracks present). The deck also has
2 longitudinal pressure treated ?x12s, laid flat near the center of the bridge. The board in the southbound lane is
loose and should be refastened to the rest of the decking system.
Connections from the bottom layer 4x12 to the superstructure could not be located.
The condition of the top layer of 4x12s could not be assessed.
The bottom layer of 4x12s below the southbound lane are in poor condition. These members have experienced 1030% section loss due to damage and rot/decay on the western edge.
The bottom layer of 4x12s bellows the northbound lane are in fair to good condition.
There is a gap between the two rail cars, spanned by plywood. The plywood is in poor to severe condition due to
rot/decay. It is unknown if the plywood provides any structural support to the structure. The section above the
plywood could not be assessed or determined.
A joint filler material was not located between the deck surface and curb. Sand and dirt have accumulated at this
interface on the western edge. (See Fig 2)
Rail Car Frames
The rail car frames are generally in poor to fair condition.
The frames have experienced limited section loss due to corrosion.
Fatigue cracks were not observed.
The connections are in fair to good condition. In general, the connections are rusting however they are not loose.
Several of the minor cross members have been damaged. There are three (3) locations that warrant further
structural review or should be repaired/replaced. These locations are:
-The west car, ~8’ from the north end, near centerline (See Fig 4)
-The west car, ~9’ from the south end, near the outside edge
-The east car, ~9’ from the south end, near the centerline (See Fig 5)
Bearing
Bearing pads or bearing connections were not found. Most of the rail car/abutment interface is inaccessible and/or
buried in soil.
Concrete Abutments
The substructure is comprised of concrete abutments. The majority of the abutments are not exposed and could
not be assessed. It appears the south abutment under the southbound lane was placed behind a previous abutment.
What is assumed to be the previous abutment has experienced minor delaminations. Of the small areas that are
exposed the abutments appeared to be in fair to good condition.
Under the northbound lane, on the south end, we observed minor spalling at the interface between the rail car and
abutment.
Exposed reinforcing steel was not observed. Cracking of significant size were not observed.
Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

A scour evaluation was not completed, however the abutments under the southbound lane appear to have been
fortified against scour on multiple occasions, and these fortifications appear to be failing due to continuous scour.
(See Fig 6)

Concrete Slab Bridge
This bridge is comprised of 2 different bridges. The southbound lane appears to be an older bridge with the
decking supported by a metal pan deck. The northbound lane is an unsupported concrete deck. Both decks are
supported by concrete abutments.
Approaches
Approach slabs are not present. Expansion/contraction joint material is not present between the bridge deck and
the bridge slab.
Northbound Bridge Railing
The connections are in good condition. The timber post is in fair condition as some decay has set in and checking
has occurred. The rails do not appear to be designed for vehicular impact, but do provide pedestrian protection.
(See Fig 8)
Southbound Bridge Railing- Timber
This railing is in severe condition and should be removed and replaced. The connections are loose, members are
decayed, and the rails have experienced further section loss from pests. The rail does not provide pedestrian or
vehicular protection, but does provide a visual boundry. (See Fig 7)
Northbound Bridge Deck
The deck is in fair to good condition. No signs of delamination or exposed rebar were observed. Minor amounts
of efflorescence were present. Moderate cracks of ~1.8mm were observed.
Southbound Bridge Deck
The deck is in fair condition. Small areas of rock pockets/unconsolidated concrete were observed on the western
edge of the deck (at the deck-deck pan interface). No signs of delamination or exposed rebar were observed.
Moderate cracks of ~1.8mm were observed. The wear surface has experienced loss of section, exposing concrete
aggregates. (See Fig 12)
The underlying pan deck is in good to fair condition. The majority of the pan decking is relatively rust free. One
panel is rusted with limited to no section loss observed. (See Figs 11 and 13)
Bearing
No bearing pads or connections were observed.
Northbound Concrete Abutments
The abutments are in poor to severe condition due to rock pockets and unconsolidated concrete. Rock pockets
were observed to be ~2” in depth. Incompetent concrete should be removed and patched in place.
Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

Other than areas with unconsolidated concrete, the abutments are in good condition with insignificant cracks and
no settlement observed.
Southbound Concrete Abutments
The abutments are in poor to severe condition due to rock pockets and unconsolidated concrete. Rock pockets
were observed to be ~3” in depth. Incompetent concrete should be removed and patched in place. (See Fig 14)
1 ½” threaded rod is protruding from the NE Abutment and should be removed and sealed.
Other than areas with unconsolidated concrete, the abutments are in good condition with insignificant cracks and
no settlement observed.
Scour
The southeast wingwall has been undermined and experienced a loss of backfill. It is unknown if this was caused by
scour or road surface erosion. (See Figs 9 and 10)
Summary
Multiple components require further action in the near term. These include bridge rail sections on both bridges, rail
car cross members, plywood between rail car bridges, concrete abutments supporting the concrete slab bridge, and
scour protection for both bridge locations. As detailed in this letter, each of these can be further analyzed or
removed and replaced.
Furthermore, a preventative action plan may be developed to extend the life of the bridges. The main focus of this
plan would be the protection of bridge components from further water intrusion and damage.
Recommended remove and replace/repair actions do not constitute the bridges will perform to today’s standards.
If there are any questions please feel free to contact me at the number below.
Enclosure: Figures 1-14
Thank You,

Sean Jackson,
Jacckksson, P.E.
President:
Engineering, Inc
Pres
eessiid
dent: Jackson and Sands Enginee
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.co
(530)648-4232

Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

Figure 1 Separated Top Rail

Figure 3 Dip at North Approach

Figure 5 Damaged Cross Support

Figure 2 Missing Joint Filler

Figure 4 Damaged Cross Support

Figure 6 Undermined Concrete Apron

Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

Figure 7 Bridge Rail

Figure 9 Hole behind wingwall

Figure 11 Pan Deck

Figure 8 Bridge Rail

Figure 10 Undermined Wingwall

Figure 12 Southbound Lane

Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

Figure 14 Rock Pockets
Figure 13 Pan Deck and Joint between Abutments

Jackson and Sands Engineering, Inc
900 E Main Street, Executive Suite 102
Grass Valley, CA 95945
sean@jacksonandsandsengineering.com

January 14, 2021
Andy Cassano, Former CEO & Managing Partner
Nevada City Engineering, Inc.
505 Coyote Street, Suite B
Nevada City, CA 95959
RE:

Northern Queen Inn – Trip Generation and
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Analysis

Dear Mr. Cassano:
Per your request, LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc. has prepared a limited traffic analysis for
additional lodging units at the Northern Queen Inn located at 400 Railroad Avenue in Nevada
City, California. The project proposes to add 20 hotel rooms and 12 cabins to the existing Inn.
Access to the project would continue to be provided via the existing driveways on Railroad
Avenue.
Trip Generation
Trip generation is the evaluation of the number of vehicle-trips that will either have an
origin or destination at the project site. Daily one-way vehicle-trips and peak-hour one-way
vehicle-trips must be determined in order to analyze the potential impacts from the
proposed project development. The basis for the trip generation analysis is the data contained in
the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation, 10th Edition manual (2017) for
the Hotel land use.
The standard ITE trip rates are generally based on data collected at development sites
with little or no public transit service and little or no convenient pedestrian access. Additional
reductions for non-auto mode choice are based on the characteristics of the community and
population, and on the quality and quantity of bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities. A 20percent reduction is applied to the project, based on the on-site restaurant and the project’s close
proximity to downtown Nevada City (0.6 miles, or roughly a 15-minute walk).
Applying the trip generation rates to the proposed land use quantities and applying reductions for
non-auto travel yields a total vehicular trip generation of approximately 214 daily one-way trips,
including 16 trips (8 entering and 8 exiting) during the PM peak hour.
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The Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines for the County of Nevada (June 2020) states that a traffic
memo or study is required if a project generates 100 or more new peak hour vehicle trips. As
shown in table 1, this project generates less than 100 PM peak hour trips, therefore no additional
analysis is required.
Vehicle Miles of Travel
Vehicle-Miles of Travel (VMT) is a measure of the total traffic activity generated by a proposed
land use. VMT was analyzed based on the methodologies found in Senate Bill 743 Vehicle Miles
Traveled Implementation Prepared for Nevada County Transportation Commission (NCTC)
(Fehr and Peers, July 2020). First, the VMT screening tool was used for two parcels
encompassing the project which are located in Traffic Analysis Zone 558. The results were that
the project is not located within a low VMT generating TAZ and therefore cannot be screened
out. The total VMT of the project was then calculated. The number of daily trips was multiplied
by the average trip length from the NCTC model, as shown in Table 1. The resulting VMT
generated by the project is 2,350 daily VMT which equates to a 0.78% increase in the total VMT
generated in the Nevada City area.
Respectfully Submitted,
LSC TRANSPORTATION CONSULTANTS, INC.
By_________________________
Leslie Suen, PE, Senior Engineer

Encl: Table 1

Table 1: Northern Queen Inn - Trip Generation Analysis and VMT
Project Generated Vehicle
Trips at Site Access Points

Trip Generation Rates1

Out

Total

Percent
Reduction
for NonAuto Trips

0.31 0.29
0.31 0.29

0.60
0.60

20%
20%

PM Peak Hour
Description
Hotel
Cabins

ITE Land
Use
Hotel
Hotel

Code Quantity
310
310

20
12

Unit

Daily

Rooms
Rooms

8.36
8.36

In

PROJECT TOTAL
Total Existing Nevada City VMT2
Percent Increase in VMT
Note 1: Standard trip rates are provided in the ITE Trip Generation, 10th Edition manual (2017).
Note 2: Source -- NCTC Travel Demand Forecasting Model.
Source: LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc.

PM Peak Hour
Total

Average
Trip
Length2

Project Generated
Daily Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT)

5
3

10
6

10.98
10.98

1,471
878

8

16

Daily

In

Out

134
80

5
3

214

8

2,350

300,700
0.78%

